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IT/USTRALIA AND 4HAILAND
WORKING TOGETHER

#!."% 2 20n 23 and 24 November 2006, ACIAR hosted a joint
agricultural research forum between Australia and Thailand. A grant from
the Australia—Thailand Institute (ATI) made the forum possible.

The research relationship between Thailand and Australia has
matured over the past few years and is now a non-aid, collaborative and
co-investment system. A discussion between the two parties was therefore
timely, to take stock of the changes and the possibilities those changes
bring for future cooperation.

During the two-day meeting in Canberra the participants explored
current and future research priorities in both countries and discussed
common issues. The parties agreed that there are several research themes

on which Australlla and Thailand can cooperate with regard to agricultural $R 3UTHIPORN #HIRAPANDA S$EPUTY OERMANEN
research, both bilaterally and regionally. -INISTRY OF !GRICULTURE AND #OOPERATIVES
The meeting was held in an open and constructive atmosphere and a OETER #ORE WITH A GIFT AT THE FORUM DINNEF

0(/4/ '.53/2. 3/-3)2) 7/2,%$ 6)3)/. 4(!),!.$

full report was sent to the ATI for further consideration.

6IETNAMESE 6ICE ORESIDEN
VISITS 1#)!12

#1." % 2 2 0On Tuesday 10 October 2006, ACIAR had the honour of
hosting a visit by the Vietnamese Vice-President, Madame Truong My
Hoa. The Vice-President was in Australia as a guest of the Australian
Government, and a visit to ACIAR was included in her itinerary in
recognition of the long-standing relationship between Vietnam and
ACIAR.

During the visit, ACIAR agreed to explore the scope for involving the
Women'’s Union of Vietnam in a new horticultural project on indigenous
vegetables. Development of the project proposal is well under way,
and will aim to _reduce rural gnd peri-urb_an poverty and enhancg the &ROM LEET TO RIGHT INTERPRETER $R "Ul +IM
role of women in the production, promotion, sale and consumption of #ORE 6ICE ORESIDENT OF 6IETNAM (ER %XCELL
Vietnamese vegetables. %XCELLENCY -R (A 6AN (IEN

&UN 2UN IN THE
YAST 4IMORESE SUN

$), The ‘Seeds of Life’ (SoL) program’s East Timor team raised $1,600 to
win the First Lady’s Cup and take home a kiss from the nation’s First Lady,
Kirsty Sword-Gusmao, in the annual ‘Fun Run in the East Timorese Sun’.

Staff from the SoL program turned out in force to meet their country’s
First Lady at the annual fun run event, which was held in front of the
Government Palace in Dili on Sunday 26 November 2006. All funds
raised from the event went to the Alola Foundation for needy women and
children in East Timor and to Rotary.

The First Lady’s Cup is in fact a coffee mug on which are scribbled
words of support for Xanana Gusmao. The mug was smuggled into gaol by
the now First Lady during Gasmao’s incarceration in Jakarta between 1992

. . %AST 4IMORIS &IRST ,ADY +IRSTY 3WORD 'USM!

and 1999. The cup presented to the team representative, Jose Edy, isnow 14 e 3EEDS OF IFEl PROGRAM WITH THE &IRST
proudly displayed in the SoL office in Dili. WIN IN THE ANNUAL FUN RUN IN $blubs %)a #1227,
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#AMBODIAN 'OVERNMENT AWARNTRY OFFICE STAFFEF

FOR !#)!2

0(./- 0% . (The Royal Government of Cambodia has
recognised the contributions of a number of organisations
to the agricultural development of the country, including
ACIAR. The awarding of two Medals of Sahametrei to
ACIAR director Peter Core and ACIAR deputy director John
Skerritt was held at the Cambodian Agricultural Research
and Development Institute (CARDI) on 9 January 2007, with
the medal presented by the Prime Minister, His Excellency
Samdech Hun Sen.

Since the 1990s, the Cambodian Government has worked
to develop the agricultural sector in the country. Years of civil
unrest prior to the 1990s saw both agricultural knowledge
and scientific capacity severely diminished. The relationship
between Cambodia and ACIAR has centred on the rebuilding
and diversification of agriculture beyond rice-based farming
systems.

ACIAR has
developed a suite
of projects aimed
at increasing rice-
based production
systems, critical
for food security
in Cambodia.
Increased yields,
and the income
that flows back to
farmers from this,
enable investment
in non-rice
crops. ACIAR has
implemented a
number of projects
aimed atincreasing  4AMBODIA
Cambodian research
capacity and farmer adoption of these non-rice-based crops,
such as maize, soybean and vegetables.

Developing the skills of agricultural scientists, through
training and funding of small projects, has also been
undertaken. Cambodian scientific capacity was behind world
standards at the start of the 1990s. Through the Cambodian
Agricultural Research Fund and short training courses,
Cambodian scientists have received training to help deliver
research that supports the government’s aim of developing
agriculture.

Speaking at the award ceremony, the Minister for
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, His Excellency Dr Chan
Sarun, thanked the recipients for their help in the “building
and strengthening of the agricultural research capacity of the
Kingdom of Cambodia”.

#AMBODIAN ORIME -INISTER

OUBLIC 3ERVICE -EDAL

* 1412 4 Mrs Mirah Nuryati, Assistant Country Manager for
ACIAR’s Indonesian office, located in the Australian embassy
in Jakarta, was awarded a Public Service Medal in the 2007
Australia Day Honours List for outstanding public service

in the development of collaborative agricultural research
projects between Australia and Indonesia. Of those who were
awarded the medal in 2007, Mirah is the only non-Australian
citizen to receive the honour.

Mirah has worked at ACIAR for 14 years. She has been
instrumental in bridging the cultural divide between
Indonesian and Australian research institutions and scientists,
establishing and maintaining professional relationships at
all levels, from farmers to senior scientists and government
officials, to international organisations, NGOs and the private
sector. Mirah'’s calm, collected and professional approach
has been invaluable, especially during the stressful periods
following the Bali bombings, the Marriott Hotel bombing in
Jakarta, and the 2004 tsunami.

Mirah has been an excellent ambassador for the
Australia—Indonesia collaboration in agricultural research
for development, promoting and representing ACIAR and
the Australian agricultural research fraternity throughout
Indonesia.

-RS -IRAH
.URYATI

(IS %XCELLENCY 3AMDECH (UN

3EN PRESENTS OETER #ORE WITH AN AWARD IN RECOGNITION OF
1#)121S ASSISTANCE WITH THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF

RECEIVES HER
OUBLIC 3ERVICE
-EDAL FROM

THE 'USTRALIAN
'MBASSADOR TO
JNDONESIA -R
"ILL &ARMER ANI
HIS WIFE %LAINE
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$EREK 4RIBE 'WARD

Nominations are requested for the 2007 ATSE Crawford Fund Derek Tribe Award.
The 2007 recipient will receive the award at a seminar or other public event, and
deliver an address, known as The Crawford Fund Derek Tribe Award Address. In
addition, the recipient will undertake a visit of about two weeks to
agricultural centres in Australia with the intention of enhancing
networking and links between the recipient’s home institution
and country and similar bodies and individuals in Australia.
The award marks the outstanding contribution of
Emeritus Professor Derek Tribe, Foundation Director of
the Crawford Fund, to the promotion of international
agricultural research. It is made every two years to a
citizen of a developing country in recognition of their
distinguished contribution to the application of research in
agriculture or natural resource management in a developing
country or countries.
The inaugural Derek Tribe Award was made in 2001 to Dr Sanjaya Rajaram,
a researcher in the wheat-breeding program at the International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) in Mexico. The recipients of the 2003
and 2005 Derek Tribe Awards were Dr Luis Salazar, Head of the Plant Protection
Department, International Potato Center (CIP), Lima, Peru, and Professor Vo-
Tong Xuan, Angiang University, Angiang, Vietnam.
.OMINATIONS CLOSE !PRIL YO BIE NDAO\WONNL 6 O REICS AVRAO M
WWW CRAWFORDFUND ORG EVENTS INDEX HTM

.EW AGRIBUSINESS RESEARCH

The importance of agribusiness partnerships in rural development has been
recognised with a new ACIAR research program. ACIAR'’s agribusiness program is
part of the AusAlD-funded Support for Market-Driven Adaptive Research (SMAR)
initiative, which focuses on the eastern Indonesian provinces of Nusa Tenggara
Timur, Nusa Tenggara Barat and South and South-East Sulawesi.

Agricultural research and development have not always considered implications
within the market, nor the value chains needed to deliver products into the
market. This lack of market focus often limits the impact of research and
development, and the ability to adopt changing technologies and subsequent
benefits to rural communities. SMAR is designed to facilitate links throughout the
value chain, helping smallholders, agribusinesses and supporting agencies access
new knowledge that will deliver market results. By being market-focused in the
commissioning of new research, SMAR will assist smallholders and others involved
in the value chain to better meet the needs of, and be able to access, markets.

SMAR is part of the Australian—-Indonesian Partnership within the Smallholder
Agribusiness Development Initiative (SADI), whose overall aim is to improve
incomes and productivity for farmers and agribusiness in Indonesia. Recent new
appointments to SMAR include Dr Luthfi Fatah, research manager in Makassar,
Sulawesi, and Dr Saediman Mboe, institutional development adviser based in
Bogor, Java.

ACIAR'’s agribusiness program, which will be managed by David Shearer, will
initially concentrate on the SMAR initiative. In the longer term, it is likely to
expand beyond SMAR and Indonesia to address issues within the ACIAR mandate
throughout the value chain—from the market to the producer.
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