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August 2016 

Here’s exciting insight into how agribusiness research can improve livelihoods. An Islet 

off the coast of Fiji, Qamea, has entered into a long-term agreement with Civa Fiji 

Pearls to expand spat collecting activities as part of the region’s cultured pearl 

industry. This outcome is a direct result of ongoing ACIAR-funded pearl research in the 

Pacific. To read the story, go to: http://fijisun.com.fj/tag/civa-fiji-pearls-limited/. 

September 2016 

The Tongan Mabé Pearl Handicraft and Jewellery 
Competition was a big success last week with a 
wonderful diversity of beautifully-crafted entries. 
A number of entries explored clever and appealing 
ways to add value through merging traditional 
design with contemporary craftsmanship.  

Prizes were awarded across three categories 
(pendants, necklaces and jewellery, handicrafts 
referencing traditional Tongan design and an 
open category, including mabé shell handicraft). 

Artisans competed as ‘beginner’ or ‘experienced’. First, se ond and third places were determined for each 
category, with 18 awards overall. An additional special award elebrated ‘Big Mama’s Blue Lagoon Pearls’, as best 
new Tongatapu farm exhibit.  

Tropical Aquaculture Research at #USC, with funding from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 

Research, proudly supports the ongoing development of pea l industries across the Indo-Pacific. 
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 October 2016 

#Tonga’s remote Ha’apai Island was the centre of attention 

recently when the Australian #Minister for International 

Development and the #Pacific, the Hon. Concetta Fierravanti-

Wells, and Tonga’s Minister for Fisheries and Agriculture, 

Forestry and Food, the Hon. Semisi Fakahau, delivered over 

800 #hatchery-reared, juvenile oysters to two remote island 

villages. A Tropical Aquaculture Research tour and 

demonstrations showed how Australian Centre for 

International Agricultural Research -funded projects are 

providing local communities with improved livelihood 

opportunities through pearl farming. 

http://fijisun.com.fj/tag/civa-fiji-pearls-limited/


October 2016 

#Fiji’s #Raviravi Village had cause to celebrate last week after their first-ever half-#pearl harvest! This tremendous 

milestone sets the scene for a promising Fijian industry set to expand across other villages and link in with the 

production of #jewellery and professional #handicrafts by local women’s groups. These advances are made 

possible by Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research -funded research which is headed by #USC’s 

Tropical Aquaculture Research in collaboration with the Fijian Government (Ministry of Fisheries). The Fiji Times 

provides further insight at: http://www.fijitimes. com/story.aspx?id=374038 

October 2016 

Tongan flag-bearer at the Rio #Olympics opening ceremony 

and international media sensation, Pita Taufatofua, was 

recently spotted relaxing in Tonga wearing a stunning Tongan-

made mabé pearl pendant. The pendant was designed and 

crafted in Tonga, by Australian/Tongan artist, Debra Allan, 

using a locally-grown #mabé #pearl, set on a tapa bark 

background. Pita’s pendant was one of the prize-winning 

entries in the recent Tongan Mabé Pearl Handicraft and 

Jewellery Competition. #USC’s #Tropical #Aquaculture 

#Research proudly supports the development of Tonga’s 

mabé pearl industry 



 

October 2016  

A new progress report from Marie Erl, #jewellery designer and trainer working on the project ‘Developing #pearl-
industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’, has highlighted solid progress in recent months. From the Ba 
Women’s Group’s building refurbishments, through to new training skills and determining how to progress the 
best path-to-market for their manufactured pieces, this work is helping to cement the foundations for a 
successful, local industry. #USC Tropical Aquaculture’s pearl and #handicrafts research is made possible by the 
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. We’ll give you more insight into Marie’s report over the 
coming weeks.  

The Ba Women’s Forum in #Fiji have been learning new skills to add to their unique handicrafts repertoire. The 

Forum members recently were trained in special #macramé methods and have also experimented with producing 

#beads from alternative, local materials. The women are becoming well known for the amazing mother-of-#pearl 

pieces that have featured in up-market fashion parades and a recent trade show in Sydney, Australia. Their in-

country training and business skills support is part of the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 

(ACIAR)-funded project ‘Developing pearl-industry-based #livelihoods in the Western #Pacific’. 

 

November 2016  

Jewellery items exclusively made by ‘Marama Shellcraft’ as 
part of the ‘Ba Women’s Forum,’ Fiji were recently 
promoted at Sydney’s SHAPIRO’S Gallery during the 
annual Maketi Ples. The two-week event created strong 
interest in Australia and resulted in over $2,000 worth of 
sales. Profits go directly to the Ba Women’s Forum.  

The Ba Women’s Forum is a partner in an economic 

development project funded by the Australian Centre for 

International Agricultural Research and delivered by #USC Tropical #Aquaculture Research (TAR). This year’s 

Maketi Ples is the first time the Ba Women’s Forum have presented their items outside of Fiji. And, according to 

USC TAR’s Commercial Development Manager, Theo Simos, the event was a huge success! 

 

 

 

 



November 2016  

**MAJOR MILESTONE**  

#Fiji’s cultured #pearl industry has reached a significant milestone 
with a new farm now in business. Decsi Pearls (based in Namarai, 
Viti Levu) recently harvested 3500, high-quality pearls with an 
excellent colour range. Success and continued growth in this 
industry means more opportunities for local people and a stronger 
economy.  

Since commercial pearl production began in Fiji in 2000, only three farms have contributed to production, despite 
international demand exceeding supply. Decsi Pearls will continue to expand their operations and predicts a 
strong 2017.  

The University of the Sunshine Coast Tropical Aquaculture Research, in partnership with the Australian Centre for 

International Agricultural Research , supports the development of Fiji’s pearl industry. 

 

November 2016 

**PEARL FARM = BOOST TO FIJI LIVELIHOODS**  

With the recent success of the Decsi #Pearl Farm, Fiji, local 
village communities are set to benefit. To date, Decsi’s 
oysters have been sourced from two local communities and 
the Fiji Fisheries National Spat Collection Program. And, the 
demand for oysters is set to increase considerably in 2017 
and beyond.  

The University of the Sunshine Coast Tropical Aquaculture 

Research group, in partnership with the Australian Centre 

for International Agricultural Research, are providing participating communities (Namarai and Nacobau) with 

more spat collectors to increase spat recruitment and oyster production capacity. The communities are also being 

introduced to half pearl farming as an additional business skill. 

 

 

 November 2016  

Here’s a hands-on approach to establishing a #mabé 

culture trial in New Ireland Province, #PNG! National 

#Fisheries Authority Technical Officers participated in a 

recent three-day oyster seeding workshop run by #USC 

Tropical Aquaculture Research staff. Together, the team 

successfully seeded over 130 oysters which will be 

harvested early 2017. This work is proudly funded by the 

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 

and is part of the USC TAR project: ‘Pearl industry 

development in the Western Pacific’. 

 



November 2016 

#Seeded #oysters were deployed on long lines within the 

New Ireland Province lagoon, PNG, following the recent 

oyster seeding workshop in Kavieng. This work is focused 

on equipping local communities to develop #mabé pearl 

industries in the future and is part of the #USC TAR project: 

‘Pearl industry development in the Western Pacific’ and is 

funded by Australian Centre for International Agricultural 

Research . 

 

 February 2017 
 
Stunning handicraft pieces follow successful harvest PNG’s Miss New Ireland 2016 
recently showcased pearl handicraft jewellery made by local artisans in Kavieng, 
New Ireland Province. Many pieces produced by the local artisans came from last 
year’s harvest of TAR grown Pteria penguin. Current #PNG pearl production relies 
on sourcing wild juvenile oysters for grow out. 
 
TAR hopes to ensure sustainable supply and boost local industry potential by 
further developing oyster hatchery production. 
 
This work is part of USC TAR’s research into developing pearl-industry-based 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific and is funded by the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
March 2017 
 
Marbona Frank is a student at the USC TAR jewellery training workshop on 
Samarai Island, Papua New Guinea. Marbona, who has four children and a 
grandchild, sadly lost her husband in 2013. The training provides Marbona with 
an exciting new livelihood opportunity. And, she has a real flair for jewellery 
making having already produced beautiful, unique pieces! 
Marbona’s training is part of the project: ‘Developing pearl-industry-based 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. This project is funded by the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research.USC TAR proudly acknowledges 
International Women’s Day, March 8, 2017. 
 
 



 
 
March 2017 
 
Happy International Women’s Day Today the world celebrates the capacity of women to achieve great things. 
Throughout the #Pacific, there are many strong women who, against the odds, overcome incredible feats.  
Sineja Susan Lincy (Susan) is one such woman. Susan, a widow from Logea Island, Papua New Guinea, lives one 
and a half hours by canoe from the #USC TAR jewellery and handicraft classes on Samarai Island (three hours 
round trip). One morning, on her way to class, Susan noticed her canoe had floated away overnight and was 
unable to attend that day. The next day she borrowed a canoe to make sure she could continue with the training 
and proudly displayed the earrings and pendant she had made on her ‘day off’. 
Susan’s training is part of the project: ‘Developing pearl industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. This 
project is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2017 
 
PNG jewellery and handicraft classes a big success. Scenes from 
the highly successful, recent #USC TAR jewellery and handicraft 
classes on Samarai Island, Papua New Guinea. The enthusiastic 
graduates now eagerly anticipate a tour group of 50 Europeans 
and a cruise ship to visit the nearby island, Doini both in April. 
 
These classes, which are designed to provide new livelihood 
opportunities for local people, are part of the project ‘Developing 
pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’, funded by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. A 
potential follow up marketing class is in the pipeline...watch this 
space! 

 
 
 



March 2017 
 
Thank you!! 
USC TAR would like to say a huge thank you to Meriba- 
May Igara from the Alotau Waterfront Lodge, Milne Bay 
Province, PNG for hosting the recent jewellery training 
workshops (covered in our last Facebook post) and to the 
very talented, Sue McCuaig, who volunteered her time as a 
creative design trainer through Australian Business 
Volunteers.  
 
The generosity and professionalism of these women is 
greatly appreciated. Funding for this work was provided by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research as part of the project ‘Developing pearl-industry-
based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 

 
 
 
 
 
March 2017 
 
Celebrating outstanding women in science 
Congratulations to Tracy Aisea for becoming the first female Head of #Aquaculture 
for the Kingdom of #Tonga. Tracy studied Marine Science at the University of the 
South Pacific in Fiji and is planning to commence her Masters studies in Japan later 
this year.  
 
Tracy, who’s achievements were officially celebrated on International Women’s Day, 
has been working closely with #USC TAR team members, Sophie Gordon and Max 
Wingfield, as part of the project ‘Pearl Industry Development in the Western Pacific’ 
funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2017 
 
Ha’apai training prepares new pearl farmers for 2018 
harvest #USC TAR and Tonga Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries staff recently completed the 
first training workshops for mabe’ pearl farmers in 
the island group of Ha’apai, Tonga. Participants were 
taught pearl farm management skills and how to 
implant oysters to culture mabe’ pearls. Attendance 
was high and workshops spanned the remote islands 
of Lifuka, Uiha and Uoleva. The oysters seeded 
during the workshops will form Ha’apai’s first pearl 
harvest and are expected to yield over 70 mabe’ 
pearls in early 2018. This training is part of the ‘Pearl 
Industry Development in the Western Pacific’ project 
funded by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research. 
 

 



 
April 2017 
 
Scenes from recent USC TAR-run mother-of-pearl 
jewellery training workshops at Alotau Waterfront 
Lodge PNG. Twenty artisans attended the workshops 
and general feedback was very positive. Participants 
said they left with a range of skills to develop new 
pieces 
that may attract broader interest in their products. 
Funding for this work was provided by the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research as part 
of the project ‘Developing pearl-industry-based 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. Workshop 
material was sponsored by the Direct Aid Program 
Australian High Commission Papua New Guinea. 
Training was provided by volunteer Sue McCuaig 
through Australian Business Volunteers 
 

 
 

April 2017 
 
Traditional PNG jewellery producers shine! Producers of traditional 
ceremonial dance jewellery, Selina Gawi, Paula Mogia and Mary 
Simaga from the remote Rarbarba Village, Milne Bay Province, PNG, 
travelled a day by boat to attend a recent USC TARrun jewellery 
training workshop at Alotau Waterfront 
Lodge.  
 
This talented group learnt how to incorporate 
traditional design elements into more contemporary designs for 
everyday wear. Their motivation to improve livelihood opportunities 
is inspiring. Funding for this work was provided by the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research as part of the project 

‘Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 
 
 
 
 

May 2017 
 
Mabe’ pearl x-rays ... new method to measure thickness? 
#USC TAR researchers, with the help of Australian  
Volunteers for International Development (AVID), recently 
trialled a novel approach to measuring cultured pearl 
thickness when they successfully took a range of x-rays of 
mabe’ pearls (also called half pearls) at Vaiola Hospital, 
Tonga. The team hopes to develop x-ray testing procedures 
with radiology staff. If successful, this approach could 
enhance industry capacity to determine product quality. This 
trial was supported by the Tongan Ministry of Fisheries and 
the Tongan Ministry of Health. USC TAR pearl research is 
funded by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research. 
 



  
June 2017  

 
Mother-of-pearl (MOP) shell jewellery and handicrafts offer promising livelihood opportunities for women in PNG. 
The recent #USC #TAR-run MOP business training workshop on Samarai Island, presented by Mollie Bain - 
Business Mentor from Australian Business Volunteers Abroad (ABV), was very well received. Topics covered: 
Identifying market opportunities; Meeting customer expectations; Getting product to market; Pricing; and Record 
keeping. This work is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research and is part of the 
project ‘Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 
 
 
June 2017 
New mabè pearl farm to benefit Fijians 
 

Fiji Broadcasting Corporation recently posted 
this story about exciting new #mabe’ pearl (half-
pearl) farm developments in Qamea. Civa Fiji 
Pearls, #USC TAR, and the Vanua Trust of 
Laucala, joined forces to establish the farm.  

http://www.fbc.com.fj/fiji/51505/half-pearl-
farm-to-beestablished- on-qamea.  
 
This work provides opportunities for women 
and young people in particular who live in 
remote areas of Fiji. It transpires from the 
steady expansion of the local pearl industry 
thanks to the support of the Fiji Ministry of 
Fisheries, and funding from the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research. 
 
 

http://www.fbc.com.fj/fiji/51505/half-pearl-farm-to-beestablished-
http://www.fbc.com.fj/fiji/51505/half-pearl-farm-to-beestablished-


 
 

 
June 2017 
 
Video update from Tonga! 
Fantastic insight into the work being 
undertaken by the pearl team in Tonga. In this 
clip, Sophie Gordon explains how the USC TAR 
project, ‘Developing pearl industry-based 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific’ has been 
helping pearl farmers in Tonga access spat 
(juvenile pearl oysters). Sophie’s work has been 
funded by the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research. 

 
 

 
August 2017 

Fiji’s Natuvu community’s first harvest 

Awesome pictures from Fiji's expanding pearl industry. Ladies from the Natuvu community are pictured 
harvesting their first pearls, and the oysters can be seen being cleaned by members of the Ravita community. 
Both communities' livelihoods stand to benefit through farmed pearls. 

These communities are being assisted by USC TAR researchers, in conjunction with the Ministry of Fisheries and 
Forests, Fiji. This work is part of Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research funded project 
'Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific'. 

 

August 2017 

Fijian pearl infrastructure receives welcome boost 

As of end-August, forty-eight kilometres of pearl oyster spat 
collectors (242 individual collectors) have been delivered to 
eight Fijian farms with the last batches sent to J.Hunter 
Pearls and Maivalili Pearls in Savusavu Bay, Fiji. These will 
help to maintain oyster supply to Fiji's expanding pearl 
industry, and to replace infrastructure lost during Tropical 

Cyclone Winston. 

This initiative, which is being coordinated by USC TAR, is a collaboration between the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research and Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji. 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fiji?source=feed_text&story_id=1194727644007004
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?source=feed_text&story_id=1194727644007004
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&story_id=1194727644007004
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&story_id=1194727644007004
https://www.facebook.com/MFF.Fiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/MFF.Fiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/oyster?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/spat?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fiji?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ministry?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fisheries?source=feed_text&story_id=1199945820151853


 
 
August 2017  

MSF keep creating beautiful products!  

Through the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research-funded 
project 'Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific', USC 
TAR staff are helping the talented MSF team to produce and sell incredible Fiji-
made handicrafts and jewellery. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
September 2017 
 

   

USP students to play important role in local pearl research 

Three Masters students from the University of the South Pacific (USP) are now working with Prof Paul Southgate 
and Dr Pranesh Kishore from the University of the Sunshine Coast, local Fijian communities and pearl farms on 
aspects of the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) funded project 'Pearl industry 
development in the Western Pacific'. Their research is supported by ACIAR and USP through the ACIAR/USP 
Scholarship scheme. L to R: Charlene Erasito, John Adams Carreon and Kristina Sankar. 

 
  

September 2017 

Tonga's newest women pearl farmers make their mark 

Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga, Fisheries Officer, Siaosi Vi and USC TAR 
PhD Student, Sophie Gordon, recently ran successful mabé’ pearl 
seeding workshops with pearl farmers in the island group of Ha’apai, 
Tonga. The talent and enthusiasm displayed at the workshops was 
outstanding, not to mention Tonga’s newest female pearl farmers, 
Mele and Finau! This work is funded by the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research. 

https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/University-of-the-South-Pacific/109528825739624?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/unisunshinecoast/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fijian?source=feed_text&story_id=1202767713202997
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?source=feed_text&story_id=1202767713202997
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mabe?source=feed_text&story_id=1210845685728533
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?source=feed_text&story_id=1210845685728533
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions


September 2017 

Tonga's Ha’apai community harvests their first mabe’ 
pearls! 

The USC TAR team is happy to announce the recent 
harvest of Ha’apai’s very first #mabe’ pearls! In 
conjunction with Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga, and as 
part of the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research-funded project, 'Pearl industry 
development in the Western Pacific', the Ha’apai 
community is making great progress towards a stronger 
future 

 
 
 

 October 2017 

MSF activity update 

Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF has been successfully putting new 
handicrafts techniques into practice with the guidance of esteemed 
jewellery designer, Neke Moa. Take a look at their beautiful work 
which involves the use of specialised engraving, 'four plaits', and 
unique designs based on 'small turtle'. MSF's work is part of the TAR 
project 'Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western 
Pacific', and is funded by Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research. 

 
 
  

 
 October 2017 
 
Welcome Liza and Mirinda 

USC TAR welcomes Liza Coffey and Mirinda Gibson who recently began working 

with the Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF at Ba Women's Forum (BWF) in Fiji. They bring 

a range of new skills to the group, including marketing and business qualifications. 

We look forward to working with Liza and Mirinda.  

MSF is a initiative that strives to improve the livelihoods of local women and their 
families. It is supported by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research in collaboration with BWF, as part of USC TAR pearl research in the region. 
This initiative is also supported by Scope Global Fiji. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&story_id=1210833102396458
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&story_id=1210833102396458
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mabe?source=feed_text&story_id=1210833102396458
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearls?source=feed_text&story_id=1210833102396458
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&story_id=1231687453644356
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&story_id=1231687453644356
https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Ba-Womens-Forum-1787910327900996/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/scopeglobal/?fref=mentions


October 2017  
 
Kasa models ‘Vula’ 

The beautiful Kasa, who works for the Ba Women's Forum Fiji, is pictured 
recently wearing a fashion wear neckless, 'Vula', crafted by the amazing 
Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF group. Vula is made from #pearl shell and 
voivoi. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 December 2017 
 
 Tonga’s exceptional pearls 
 
Exceptional mabe’ pearls were produced recently by the Ministry of 

Fisheries - Tonga Aquaculture team and USC TAR researchers, Max 

Wingfield and Sophie Gordon. This is made possible by the Australian 

Centre for International Agricultural Research-funded project, 

'Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific. 

 
 
 
 
 
February 2018 
 

 

Our compliments are extended to Pranesh Kishore and team for their recent publication on the development of 
a national spat collection program for pearl oysters in Fiji. 

Their results will help to identify the best sites for community collection of oysters that support development of 
the Fiji pearl industry, facilitate community engagement and bring considerable socio-economic benefits to 
remote coastal communities. The report can be downloaded at:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aqrep.2017.12.004 

https://www.facebook.com/Ba-Womens-Forum-1787910327900996/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fiji?source=feed_text&story_id=1231754703637631
https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?source=feed_text&story_id=1231754703637631
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&story_id=1256592447820523
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&story_id=1256592447820523
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pranesh.kishore?fref=mentions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1016%2Fj.aqrep.2017.12.004&h=ATMoa0cjykdlCaTFbM7WaWkBMpwxsQBermIWlDsKzms6DGASLaAsMspmpNtmx5QZRa69Fk97OFD7uZNoXv99Yvi0HU4tuHGT5i9ZU5e9020iigBLmcr1-d-PmWVf


 
February 2018 
 
Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF and Ba Women's Forum 
members and staff, under the guidance of Pranesh 
Kishore and Neke Moa, recently graded mabé’ pearls for 
use in their jewellery and handicrafts business. These 
training activities are supported by #USC #TAR research 
and funded by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research 
 
 
 
 

 
February 2018 
 
On behalf of the Tropical Aquaculture Research (TAR) team in 
Australia and Fiji we would like to thank Liza and Mirinda for their 
efforts over the past six months with the Marama Shellcraft Fiji - 
MSF. Liza and Mirinda, who are embarking on further travel, have 
injected invaluable support and enthusiasm into our activities and 
built last capacity with MSF. Their input is greatly appreciated, and 
support for Liza and Miranda by Australian Volunteers for 
International Development (Fiji) is gratefully acknowledged. 
 
 
 

 

February 2018 

University of the South Pacific- Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research scholarship 
student, Charlene Erasito, who is working on 
the Tropical Aquaculture Research project, 'Pearl 
industry development in the Western Pacific', was 
pictured in the field recently during a cleaning and 
maintenance trip. Charlene is seen here scrubbing 
pearl oyster panel nets to clean oysters of fouling. 
More on Charlene's work in the coming weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/USCQld/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/University-of-the-South-Pacific/109528825739624?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/USCQld/?fref=mentions


 

February 2018 
 

*Record Tonga pearl oyster hatchery output* 

In fantastic news for Tonga, Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga staff, with the help of USC TAR Scientist, Max Wingfield, 
have cultured eight million winged pearl oyster larvae to settlement stage. Congratulations Siosi V, Max and the 
Aquaculture Team in Tonga for making the hatchery run such a success despite the best efforts of Tropical Cyclone 
Gita!! 

This work is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research through the University of the 
Sunshine Coast project 'Developing pearl-industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific. Resulting winged 
pearl oysters will be farmed to produce half-pearls or 'mabe' by farmers throughout Tonga. 

 

 

 

 

March 2018 

 

*Fiji Ladies’ Groups profit from half-pearl sales* 
 

Thanks to on-farm training, Fiji Ladies Groups are 
now farming winged pearl oysters, collecting and 
selling spat, and successfully implanting oysters 
for half-pearl (mabé) production. The Raviravi 
Ladies Group recently achieved their second half-
pearl harvest and sold them for $FJD735. And the 
Natuvu community earned $FJD800 from their 
first half-pearl harvest.  
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March 2018 

Hooray for rural women! 

The Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) Fisheries team 
and #USC #TAR scientists came together this week 
to celebrate empowerment of rural Fiji women. 

During a special visit by senior ACIAR staff, Ba 
Women's Forum and Marama Shellcraft Fiji - 
MSF women gave presentations on value adding 
half-pearls. They highlighted the livelihood benefits 
the USC TAR training (funded by ACIAR) is 
providing. A jewellery and handicrafts display 
showcased their amazing products, which are 
proving to be commercially successful. 

 

 

 

March 2018 

Huge livelihood potential for Qamea Ladies! 
 

#USC TAR researchers recently ran training for the 
Ladies’ Group from the newest community (Qamea) 
to adopt half-pearl farming. The first round was 
successful, with over 100 oysters implanted.  

The second round of training and implanting will be 
in November and should see this group harvest over 
a thousand mabe in 2019! 

 
This activity is funded by the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research through USC TAR 
project work. Civa Fiji Pearls generously donated 
black lip pearls to the group for the training. 

 
  
 
 
 

April 2018 

Fiji's Raviravi ladies continue to reach new heights! 
 

#Raviravi Ladies Group members, Fiji, are pictured sorting and 
tying winged pearl oyster spat to chaplets to be cultured for 
half-pearl production. The ladies recently reported their best 
spat harvest, with around 3500 spat collected. They are part 
of ongoing #USC #TAR training within the #ACIAR-funded 
project, 'Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in the 
Western Pacific'. 
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April 2018 

 

The awesome, beautiful team at Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF with their talented trainer, Neke Moa, centre back 
row. 

 

  
 April 2018 
 
 Increasing wild spat collection in Fiji 

 

Masters of Science student, Kristina Sankar, is identifying strategies to 
maximise #wild #spat collection in Fiji. 

Her research is focused on black-lip pearl and wing oyster in Namarai Bay and 
Naocobau Bay, North-Eastern Viti Levu. To date, she has investigated the 
abundance of spat at different water depths and compared numbers. Her goal is 
to determine the best immersion times for maximum spat collection. 

Kristina is a scholarship student funded by the Caribbean Pacific Island Mobility 
Scheme. She has been working on the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research-funded #USC #TAR project ‘Developing pearl industry-
based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. Kristina has completed the data analysis 
for this work, and is now writing her research papers. 

 

 

 
  

April 2018 
 

More keen students! 

 

#USC #TAR researchers have kicked off a new round of 

training for the ladies in the Ravita village, Fiji on how to 

implant and farm half-pearls. The women used around 153 

winged pearl oysters which they farmed, collected and 

implanted following #USC #TAR training. The group are 

predicted to produce 300 half-pearls this cycle, worth 

approximately $FJD2500. 
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May 2018 
 

MSF macrame bracelets incorporate Raviravi mabé pearls 

In a show of awesome girl power, jewellery designer and Marama Shellcraft 
Fiji - MSF trainer, Neke Moa, and the MSF team have created a beautiful 
macrame bracelet based on the first #mabe harvest by the 
local #RaviraviWomen's Group. 

While still in its early days, the new product has drawn much positive 
attention from the general public. This outcome is made possible by an 
expanding local half-pearl industry and is a great example of the potential 

to improve women's livelihoods. The MSF team has mastered making the bracelet and is focused on refining 
production, and marketing. These activities are funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research through #USC #TAR's 'developing pearl industry based livelihoods' project. 

 

 

 
May 2018 
 

Congratulations to #USC #TAR PhD student Bill 
Johnston, whose recent publication, in the 
'Journal of Shellfish Research', outlines the 
economics of round pearl culture in Fiji. 

Bill's research makes it possible for the first time 
to estimate the minimum viable size for a round 
pearl farm in the region. 

His analysis will assist the Fijian Government in 
policy development for the pearl sector, 

facilitate business establishment and industry expansion, and will help regional agencies and donor research 
organisations prioritise funding and research activities. 

 

Bill's PhD research focuses on the economics of pearl farming and related activities in Fiji and Tonga and is funded 
by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 

 

 
 
May 2018 
 

#USC #TAR researchers recently witnessed the incredible sense of pride and 
achievement experienced by Ratu Jone Maivalili following the first harvest 
of mabé pearls from his farm in Savusavu Bay, Fiji. 

Our congratulations are extended to Ratu Jone and his community for 
reaching such a significant milestone. 

The pearls will be cut from the shells and value-added using artistic carving 
of surrounding mother-of-pearl, before domestic sale. 

Thanks to training organised and funded through the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research pearl livelihoods project, six 
communities and one round pearl farm in Fiji now regularly produce mabé 
pearls. As a result, income-generating opportunities are improved in remote 
areas, and Fiji can boast a broader product range within their developing 
cultured pearl industry 
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June 2018 
 

 
 
Cyclone Gita wreaked havoc across significant areas of Tonga earlier this year. However, thanks to the resilience 
of the local people, the island nation is recovering well. 

Pearl industry research by USC TAR and local industry, funded by ACIAR, is also back on track. From improving 
spat production, to assessing suitable sites for pearl farms, through to building production skills and other training, 
Tonga is actively working towards a productive and sustainable pearl industry. 
 
 

 
June 2018 
 
Pearl training in Tonga 
 
The potential to create a prosperous pearl industry is being embraced by 
farmers in Tonga. This is evident in the support by locals for #USC #TAR-
run workshops on pearl quality and consistent grading. The recent 
workshop in Vava’u was a big success! Congratulations to all involved. 
 
This activity is part of the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research-funded project, 'Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in 
the Western Pacific'. 

 

 
 

June 2018 
In an exciting step forward for Tonga’s expanding pearl industry, the Pearl Information Centre and Workshop at 
Vava’u is now open for business. 

Established for the Tongan National Pearl Farmers Association by the Ministry of Fisheries and the Ministry of 
Commerce and Labour, and supported through #ACIAR-funded, #USC #TAR research, this new facility provides an 
outlet for local industry to market their products, and also functions as an education and training facility. 
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June 2018 
 
Sailosi Hemaloto (Mabe' pearl farmer from Tonga) is pictured recently in Vava'u 
Harbor checking some experimental spat baskets. The spat in the baskets are 
part of a trial assessing the feasiability of air-freighting newly- settled spat 
straight from the Tongatapu hatchery to the Vava'u farms. 

#USC #TAR scientists are working with people like Sailosi to enable Tonga's 
communities to improve their livelihoods through pearl farming activities. 
Research is funded by #ACIAR. 
 

 

 
July 2018 
 
The Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF team are back in action after a flood wreaked 
havoc across their training premises earlier this year. The town centre in Ba was 
like a river torrent, and the Bure was covered in 10mm silt after being saturated 
with mud and water. 

The team experienced significant damage to books, frames and other 
materials, but managed to protect their machines. Many enthusiastic helpers 
joined forces to clean up after the flood. The wonderful, Manjula Dayal (local 
businesswoman and Ba Women's Forum member) and her workers presented 
with a water truck and water blaster. The MSF team and their trainers, Neke 
and Marie, from USC TAR, feel blessed that no one was hurt during the weather 
event. It is now business as usual! 

USC TAR's work with the MSF team is funded by the Australian Centre for 

International Agricultural Research 

 

July 2018 

 
USC TAR researcher, Nittya Simard, recently published 
'Artisanal, shell-based handicraft in Papua New Guinea: 
Challenges and opportunities for livelihoods development' 
in the journal Ambio. Congratulations Nittya! 

The publication examines the artisans' demographics, the 
socio-economic impacts of the shell-based handicraft 
sector, and the marine resources used by the livelihood 
activity. It can be downloaded at: 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-018-
1078-z 
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 July 2018 Over the coming months, we will profile the members of 
the awesome Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF team. This week we 
feature Nagale, Sabreen and Ashweena (pictured L to R with 
framed MOP shell produced by the MSF team). 

Nagale Tekela has three children and lives in Natawarau. She has 
completed one year training in computing and was previously 
secretary and treasurer of the local Women’s Club. Nagale likes 
working on the machines cleaning shell. 

Sabreen Shahid (Saby) has four children and lives in Namada. Saby 
has spent the last many years at home minding her children and is 
very happy about the training opportunities that MSF provides. 
Saby likes macramé knotting the most. 

Ashweena Ashna Khan (Ash) lives in Namada. Ash is computer 
literate and has a Diploma in Accountancy. She likes working on all 
the machines and learning macramé techniques. 

 
 
 

 
July 2018 
 Part two in our series of profiles on the talented team 
at Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF. This week we feature Naazmin 
Ali and Armila Prasad. 

Naazmin (Naaz - pictured front) has two children and lives in 
Varokoba. Naaz enjoys every aspect of training, making and 
selling products. She is also our vigilant bookkeeper. Naaz would 
like to learn computer skills to support her role as secretary and 
supervisor. 

Armila has three children and lives in Ba town. She likes 
braiding, knotting and cleaning shell, and is an MSF sales 
person. She enjoys helping the other trainees and is keen to 
learn more about computers. 

MSF training and development is supported through the ACIAR-
funded USC TAR project, 'Developing pearl industry based 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific'. 

 
 
 August 2018 

A handicraft artisan from Nusa Lik Island, New Ireland Province, Papua New 
Guinea, is pictured (along with her pet lorikeet) preparing shells for a 
necklace. Artisans across New Ireland Province have joined forces 
with USC TAR researcher, Nittya Simard, to define the benefits and 
challenges of an expanding local sector. Their efforts are supported 
by ACIAR. 
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August 2018 

Great to see the TAR team in Fiji (Nittya Simard and 
Pranesh Kishore) and the Raviravi women have made 
it into the local Fiji News. 

Thanks to USC TAR training, the women of Raviravi 
Village in Macuata are now equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to make pearl-shell-based 
jewellery. Their training is supported by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research. 

http://www.fbc.com.fj/fiji/67673/women-learn-to-
make-shell-jewelry-for-better-economic-returns 

 
 
 
 

 August 2018  

Part three of our Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF profiles. 
This week we meet Tema and Lucy. 

Temalesi Buadromo (Tema - pictured left) is the mother 
of three and lives in Vatukoula. She has worked front desk 
in hotels, for the Narsey plastic industry and in the gold 
mine in Vatukoula. She knows how to weave voivoi and 
dye somo. Tema volunteers for the Ministry of Education 
and wants to eventually become a MSF trainer. 

Luisiana Yavala (Lucy) has one child and lives in Vatukoula. 
Previously, Lucy was a machinist in a garment factory, and worked at front desk in hotels. She is also a 
volunteer for the Ministry of Education (supervising exams). Lucy likes cleaning shell. 

 
 
 
 
September 2018 

 In exciting news, jewellery and handicrafts trainer, Marie Erl, is now 
working with the recently-established 'Nasomo Ra Marama Handicraft 
Ladies Group’, Somosomo, Fiji.  
 
Marie is delighted to be in her new role, and is already moved by the 
enthusiasm of the ladies and their drive to improve livelihoods for 
themselves and their local community. 
 
This research activity is coordinated by the University of the Sunshine Coast, 
and is supported by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 

Research through the TAR project, 'Improving pearl industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific'. 
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 September 2018 

Meet the new Nasomo Ra Marama Handicrafts Group from 
Somosomo, the second such group to be established in 
Fiji. Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF was the first to be 
established in conjunction with the Ba Women's Forum. 
With the guidance and expertise of trainer, Marie Erl, these 
ladies recently learnt how to polish, clean, cut and drill 
mother-of-pearl (MOP) shell, essential foundation skills for 
future MOP handicrafts training. Through 
the USC TAR project, 'Developing pearl industry based 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific', they will progressively 
develop skills to produce professional jewellery and 
handicrafts based on MOP. 

These livelihood building activities are supported by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 

 

September 2018 
 

  
Part four and the final part of our first Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF team profiles series. Each profile is visible by 
clicking on the images directly. Training and research conducted by USC TAR trainers with the MSF team is part 
of the ACIAR-supported project, ‘Developing pearl industry-based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 
 
Lietia Lewadrare is the mother of five and is a single mum who lives in Vatukoula. She previously worked at a 
restaurant in Lautoka. Lietia likes plaiting and knotting and hopes to get a better job through her MSF training. 
 
Ana Baravi is the mother of two children and lives on her farm in Namada and her village, Nausolo. She likes 
working on the machines and learning macramé. Ana is the group leader. Sisi Tuinasalia lives in Natawaru. Sisi 
likes braiding and working on the machines and enjoys helping the trainees with the machines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/maramashellcraftfiji/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD_RTqDPPzBB2zqvO-URrFzlKRl6_KiYqStWW8TT0e6Eo7SFuezV38nnry1ll3daglZmTK4gEcjFz6_&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAEqv3sfShNORjoaqMCzJfzUaUNS7oK_CR8b2W6m3qvkSKLW2zvbRxGJH-EC2HPfoOu4VVDyelsAlzX2OdLv_bsNDwzDdGR2GIcKU-juqQ24ckPlPaN_tvGFinRzoNBGif10ArINyyUxKKcKD3conRl7CYqZrfD1v3g9CUd4e8IjVn0NTBc7g
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAEqv3sfShNORjoaqMCzJfzUaUNS7oK_CR8b2W6m3qvkSKLW2zvbRxGJH-EC2HPfoOu4VVDyelsAlzX2OdLv_bsNDwzDdGR2GIcKU-juqQ24ckPlPaN_tvGFinRzoNBGif10ArINyyUxKKcKD3conRl7CYqZrfD1v3g9CUd4e8IjVn0NTBc7g&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAEqv3sfShNORjoaqMCzJfzUaUNS7oK_CR8b2W6m3qvkSKLW2zvbRxGJH-EC2HPfoOu4VVDyelsAlzX2OdLv_bsNDwzDdGR2GIcKU-juqQ24ckPlPaN_tvGFinRzoNBGif10ArINyyUxKKcKD3conRl7CYqZrfD1v3g9CUd4e8IjVn0NTBc7g&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDg8bS1kUCU-ILL2G30thB_79D4UFeOZyWfuMN_lbs0iEYOxqnpRouDjXYCPeDoTLEtbPB9TxDN5gpM&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAEqv3sfShNORjoaqMCzJfzUaUNS7oK_CR8b2W6m3qvkSKLW2zvbRxGJH-EC2HPfoOu4VVDyelsAlzX2OdLv_bsNDwzDdGR2GIcKU-juqQ24ckPlPaN_tvGFinRzoNBGif10ArINyyUxKKcKD3conRl7CYqZrfD1v3g9CUd4e8IjVn0NTBc7g


 
October 2018 

USC TAR researchers, Nittya Simard and Dr Pranesh Kishore, recently ran a series of nine workshops in Fiji 
teaching basic handicrafts and mother-of-pearl jewellery making skills to women from three local village 
communities: Raviravi, Korotolutolu, and Vuna. 

A range of diverse skills were covered, culminating in design skills for unique pieces which vary in complexity, 
and can target higher prices. 

These activities are coordinated by the University of the Sunshine Coast and supported by the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural Research 

 
 
October 2018 
 
Basic handicrafts and mother-of-pearl jewellery 
making skills were recently taught to a group of 
women in Fiji from three village communities 
likely to benefit from related livelihood 
opportunities. 

Run by USC TAR researchers, Nittya Simard and 
Dr Pranesh Kishore, nine workshops covered 
numerous skills, including grinding; filling; 
macramé wrapping; jewellery component 
necklaces; and business skills. 

The students based their creations on six mabé 
pearls on pearl shell that had been seeded and 
supplied by their local Women’s Club. 

The USC TAR team also undertook a survey of the local market to identify demand for products produced by 
local village groups and engaged with training participants to determine training benefits and future 
opportunities. 

These activities are coordinated by the University of the Sunshine Coast and supported by the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural Research 
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October 2018  

 A team representing the ACIAR Fisheries program and USC TAR, 
recently visited the School of Marine Studies, University of the 
South Pacific (USP), Fiji, where they viewed progress across 
several innovative research projects. 

Visits such as these reflect the collaborative efforts between 
research entities focused on building capacity in the Pacific for 
improved food security and better livelihoods 

 
 
 
October 2018   
 
Meet the team: Nasomo Ramarama Handicraft Ladies from 
Somosomo Fiji! 

This week we follow-on from the recent 'Meet the team' post with 
profiles on the remaining members who are now part of training 
activities in Fiji with USC TAR Trainer, Marie Erl. This is part of the 
USC TAR project: 'Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in 
the Western Pacific', which is supported by the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural Research. 

 
 

November 2018    

Women’s empowerment and the evolution of 
creative handicrafts sector were central to a 
recent nine-day training course in Papua New 
Guinea, run by USC TAR researchers, De’arne 
Kershler (workshop co-ordinator) and Nittya 
Simard (handicraft trainer). 

The collective talents and efforts of De’arne and 
Nittya provided participants with a wealth of new 
skills and tools for their half-pearl jewellery 
businesses. 

Nine workshops within the course covered the 
fundamentals of making and selling pearl shell 
jewellery (eg: cutting, grinding, polishing), 
macramé, the design of basic and more complex 
pieces, new product development and business 
skills.The 20 participants - from Kwato Island and 
Logea Island - utilised local shell resources of high domestic value, and transformed them into items sought 
after by consumers, particularly tourists. 

Baseline socio-economic research, conducted during the training, highlights how handicrafts skills are used by 
the communities pre-training, and how new skills and education can boost local livelihoods and empower local 
women. This activity is supported by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research through the 
project ‘Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 
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 November 2018  

 The Fiji Ministry of Fisheries and Forests invited Marama 
Shellcraft Fiji - MSF to promote Fijian mabe' pearls and 
mother-of-pearl (MOP) shell craft at a World Fisheries 
Day, 21 November event at Shirley Park, Lautoka, Fiji this 
week. 

World Fisheries Day celebrates island nations, their 
fisheries' communities, and the links between livelihoods, 
ocean resources and healthy ecosystems. This year's 
theme is 'Sustaining our fisheries for sustainable 
communities.' 

A big thank you to the MSF team for highlighting the 
potential of handicrafts industries. USC TAR proudly 
supports #MSF through ACIAR-funded research projects. 

 

 

December 2018  

The fabulous team from Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF has celebrated their graduation, following four years of 
training in the design and production of premium quality mother-of-pearl shell and half-pearl jewellery and 
handicrafts. Their ceremony was held this month at the iconic Fiji business ‘Tukuni Restaurant’ and included a 
tour of Tukuni facilities prior to an authentic 'Fijian' dinner and graduation speeches. 

The event was attended by Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji staff including Director, Mr Aisake Batibasaga. 

MSF is an integral part of USC TAR’s ‘Pearl Livelihood Development’ project focused on supporting Fiji`s 
emerging pearl industry. Based in Ba Fiji, MSF create their unique work from sustainably-grown mela mela and 
Civa oyster shells farmed and cultured by coastal communities. 

During the graduation, MSF workshop supervisor, Nazmin Ali (Nazi), acknowledged many individuals and groups 
who have contributed to MSF's evolution. Nazi highlighted the unwavering support of MSF’s senior trainers - 
Marie Erl and Neke Moa, Maria President and Manjula, project scientists – Pranesh Kishore and Theo Simos, Ba 
Women’s Forum, the Ba Town Council, and funding body - the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research. 

We wish MSF all the best into the future and look forward to celebrating many more years of success 
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 January 2019 

The women's group at Qamea, Taveuni (Fiji), 
have celebrated their first harvest of mabé 
pearls made with local black-lip pearl oysters. 
The resulting pearls had very high lustre, and 
more than 50% were rated ‘A’ grade. 

This is a major milestone for pearl-based 
livelihoods in Taveuni. The pearls will be value-
added and made into quality jewellery pieces 
by the women's pearl handicraft group at 
nearby Somosomo village. Products will target 
international and domestic markets. 

These developments are a direct result of research funded by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research and coordinated by the University of the Sunshine Coast through  TAR. 

 

 

January 2019 

Another Fijian village is making good headway towards improving local livelihoods. The Nacoubau community, 
which to date has focused on spat collection, has now successfully implanted 217 oysters for mabé production. 
Quality pearls will be ready for harvest later this year. 

The community took part in mabé implanting training in late-2018 run by USC TAR. Oysters used in the training 
recruited to spat collectors deployed in 2016 as part of the ACIAR/USC research project, ‘Developing pearl 
industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 

Nacoubau currently maintains the existing spat collectors that will provide oysters to be implanted next year. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBAKWxnFK1Kan2B6zGWSuOxt1__yHb_jlwGgVcAeriC_xSD2ZZ-VI_oGTLNEeDWVnxc7KpuH9kD5wLd&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBf1nHj1P2a5uZqp_PGR6fJUb5c2GdZEEEV7TlVFcfNTtEcSI5Z5LGw54o4m0odHTF9TRX4pjLAOAS2Gu48oNSy8KCi8a9Mc4dX402ijylDfH2d44R5vVZV6eUjKkWFeew1wDZXPtZt7P4Ki2OaJ5fHGygDApvnMTj472MjAR8dm6vhYhjoudX6vFef4QuFQ6hfAshYPVc4-P_V5qxQ0hajojF6QdtlNhNerpmnlVBGI9TV7F1M1MZ7-ufHqgvopyMik-sMrT8At7Ge_CvfJHhpCb_ZOwx2Vu6irbL2rGz-C1WLkJcd9dqvJzNiUi2deG_ASiY-kQLcJuqHxophffTgLg
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More developments to report from Fiji. The Namarai Youth Group has successfully implanted over 200 oysters 
for mabé pearl production. Pearls from the oysters will be harvested later this year. 

Mabé implanting training was provided to group members in late-2018 where they were taught the procedure 
to implant for high-quality mabé production. The training focused on implanting oysters that recruited to spat 
collectors deployed in 2016 as part of the ACIAR - USC pearl livelihoods research project. 

The group also maintain spat collectors that will collect oysters to be implanted for pearl production next year. 
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Basic jewellery production techniques, the 

use of saws and fine blades, integration of 

cords instead of metal components, and 

'the art of knots', were some of the 

highlights during USC TAR-run training in 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) in mid-2018 as 

part of the ACIAR project ‘Developing pearl 

industry based livelihoods in the western 

Pacific’.  
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Viani is the newest Fijian community to be introduced to mabé farming through USC TAR-run training which 
will equip them with skills to farm oysters and the capacity to implant the oysters to produce premium-quality 
half-pearls. 
Lessons to date have focused on culture methods for the oyster species, Pteria penguin. Mabé implanting 
techniques will be taught in the coming months. 
Similar to other local villages, the Community Youth Group was previously focused on spat collection. 
Since training, they have deployed a main line holding over three hundred oysters, with more to follow from 
twelve spat collectors. The oysters will be implanted later this year. 
Earlier USC TAR research highlighted that Viani Bay has healthy numbers of Pteria penguin, making the 
introduction of mabé farming potentially lucrative for the community. 
This work is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research through the project 
‘Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’. 
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The Raviravi Women's Group recently reached the milestone of culturing 
the highest number of mabé pearls in Fiji, and also successfully implanted 
over 1,000 Pteria penguin oysters in late-2018, setting them up for another 
successful harvest this year. 
The livelihood benefits of their success are becoming apparent, with the 
group proving to be the most financially successful mabé farmers in the 
region for 2018. 
Mabé culture in Raviravi, under the USC TAR-run pearl livelihoods project, 
has been a huge success, and resulted in the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji 
supporting construction of a mabé handicraft and display centre in the 
village in 2018. 

The research behind these developments is funded by the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural Research 
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The Ravita Women’s Group, Fiji, and their village recently 
harvested their first, beautiful, high-quality mabé (half-pearls) 
under USC TAR’s pearl livelihoods project, and will soon profit 
from their sale. 
This fantastic milestone follows the group’s participation in 
implanting training in early-2018, and their adoption of half-pearl 
culture protocols. 
The sense of achievement and excitement at Ravita is high, and 
we look forward to reporting on more successful harvests in the 
near future. 
USC TAR’s research is funded by the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research. 
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A new publication by USC TAR PhD student, Bill 
Johnston, reports on the annual production costs and 
gross revenue for round pearl production in Fiji using 
two oyster culture methods: chaplet (rope)-based and 
panel-net culture. 
The rope-based method is much cheaper to establish 
but produces poorer quality, lower value pearls than 
those produced by oysters held in panel nets. 
Despite much higher establishment costs associated 
with panel-net culture, cost-benefit analysis showed 
this culture method to be more profitable, mainly due 
to lower labour costs during the pearl culture period. 
These findings will help to inform further 
development of the cultured pearl industry in the 
Pacific. 
The paper was published in the latest issue of the 
Journal of the World Aquaculture Society, and can be 
viewed 
at: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17497345 
Bill's research is conducted within a project funded by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research. 
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Across Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Tonga, talented hard-working women are involved in USC TAR’s project: 
‘Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific’ to learn how to farm pearls, produce 
premium quality half-pearl jewellery and handicrafts and run small businesses. 
This Friday (March 8) is International Women’s Day, and we would like to acknowledge the efforts of these 
women who strive to help improve the livelihoods of their local villages. 

Research is supported by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 
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USC TAR research, education and training in Fiji is enabling 

local women to create successful half-pearl businesses 

producing sought-after, locally-made products. 

The Ba Women’s Group and Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF are 
Fiji’s half-pearl jewellery and handicrafts business pioneers, 
and have helped inspire expansion of half-pearl small 
businesses, with groups now operating in RaviRavi, Ravita, 
Somsomo and Nacoubou. 
From farming spat, to implanting oysters and growing half-
pearls, through to developing jewellery production, 
handicrafts and business skills, Fiji's women are successfully 
rising to every challenge. 
This improving livelihoods research project is funded by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 
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USC TAR's pearl livelihoods research with the Fisheries Department in Fiji, and 
the positive community livelihoods benefits it is generating, are highlighted in a 
recent article published in the Pacific-Community-SPC' Women in Fisheries 
Bulletin' #29. 
The article outlines how pearl oyster spat collection, mabé' pearl and pearl 
handicraft production provide a basis for improved livelihoods options and 

income generation, and how these activities support women in particular. 
The latest Bulletin can be downloaded via the following link. Look for the download just under the table of 
contents. 
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 Fantastic to see Sislia Tuinasalia, from Marama Shellcraft Fiji, comment 
on the benefits of being trained in mabe' pearl (half-pearl) jewellery and 
handicrafts design and production. USC TAR research, funded by ACIAR, 
proudly supports the development of pearl-industry-based livelihoods in 
the Western Pacific. Sislia Tuinasalia is 45years old and hails from 
Korovou, Yawe Kadavu with maternal links to Naisisili, Nacula Yasawa. 
She has been with Marama Shell Craft for the last 5years.  
“This program helped me brush up on my attention to detail, 
thoroughness, and strengthened my ability to work in a group setting. I 
don’t have a lot of recent work experience therefore i am extremely 
grateful that i can now add the skills I’ve learned to my resume." 
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USC TAR researchers, Nittya Simard and Dr Pranesh Kishore, recently ran a highly successful, 10-day mother-of-
pearl (MOP) shell and half-pearl (mabé) jewellery and handicrafts skills training course for the Ravita 
community, Vanua Levu, Fiji. This follows Ravita achieving their first half-pearl harvest in late-2018. 
The community's own MOP shell and mabé pearls will supply their new jewellery production as well as provide 
raw materials for the Marama Shellcraft Fiji - MSF group's work. Fourteen participants (11 women and 3 men) 
took part in the training and learnt how to use various tools and jewellery supplies to create quality jewellery 
pieces. Participants were also taught marketing skills for effective sales through market events and Facebook. 
This activity is coordinated through USC TAR pearl livelihoods research and funded by the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research. 
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April 2019 

Members of the Ravita community, Fiji, recently 
took part in their first mother-of-pearl (MOP) shell 
and half-pearl (mabé) jewellery skills training and 
workshops. The participants were very motivated 
to learn fundamental design techniques and an 
array of jewellery-making skills. Their final ‘pieces’ 
promise high potential for their future half-pearl 
jewellery collections 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 2019  

Recent USC TAR training in Fiji, funded by ACIAR, introduced 

the Ravita community to several jewellery-making skills that will enable 

them to produce quality, sought-after jewellery using mother-of-pearl 

shell and half-pearls farmed and harvested by the community. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

May 2019  
 
The black‐lip pearl oyster used for round 
pearl production, can be cultured by ‘ear‐
hanging’ (oysters attached to a 
rope/chaplet), or through the use of more 
expensive panel nets. Prior research has 
shown panel net culture produces pearls of 
higher quality and value. 
This new publication from 
the USC TAR group uses cost–benefit 
analysis to compare the two pearl 
production methods based on whole-farm 
data. 
It reveals that the use of panel nets saves 
significant labour costs offsetting the 
greater capital investment. 
A viable-scale chaplet‐based pearl farm 
generated USD 65,738 in annual profits, 
compared to USD 88,774 for a panel net‐
based farm. And, a positive cash flow was 
achieved one year earlier (year seven) in the 
latter. 
These findings are published in the latest issue of the Journal of the World Aquaculture Society. 
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 June 2019  

Meet the handicrafts team from Taveuni, Fiji: 
'Nasomo Ra Marama Handicrafts (NRMH)', also 
known as the Handicrafts Ladies of Nasomo. 

They are pictured here following their latest 
training with USC TAR trainer, Marie Erl. 
According to Marie, these talented ladies will 
soon graduate with a very impressive portfolio of 
mother-of-pearl jewellery and handicrafts skills. 
Watch this space! 

 
 
 

 June 2019  

USC TAR welcomes Michele McGinity, the new Australian Volunteers 
International (AVI) Business and Marketing Advisor at the Pearl 
Information Centre and Workshop in Vava'u, Tonga. 
In her new role, Michele will work closely with Tonga's Pearl Farmers 
Association to build the Centre's capacity, which also encompasses a 
gift shop and handicraft workshop. 
This will link in with Team Tonga and ACIAR’s research to grow 
opportunities for Tonga's mabé pearl farmers and artisans. 
Michele previously worked on business development in aquaculture 
(sea urchins, pearls and oysters) at the Abrolhos Islands off the coast 
of Western Australia. She also has an extensive history of marketing 
experience in aquaculture, tourism and business development in 
Australia and the UK. 
Pictured at the Information Centre and Workshop, Michele (L) 
alongside mabé pearl farmer, Naua, who also works in the Centre's shop. 

 
 
 

 July 2019  

Royal Agriculture, Fisheries and Tonga Made Show’ 
kicked off recently on Tonga’s main Island and Team 
Tonga was there to support local mabé pearl 
farmers and the community. 

This year’s event is proving to be a great 
opportunity to display the locally-grown and crafted 
Tongan mabé pearls cultured by the Pangaimotu 
Community Farm, an initiative 
of USC TAR, ACIAR and the Ministry of Fisheries - 
Tonga. 

The show celebrates local industry and is a way for local farmers, fishermen and craftsmen to display their 
wares and trade to the community and their King, before selling their stock to the general public. 

The event will now travel to Tonga’s island groups, stopping at Ha’apai on July 16th, followed by Vava’u, the 
Niua and finishing in Eua on the 2nd of August. 
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July 2019  

A group of handicrafts and jewellery students excelled during new training in Tonga last month, with a mix of 
young and old learning machine and other technical skills for working mabé pearl (half-pearl) and other shells. 

Headed by USC TAR trainer, Neke Moa, the course enabled each budding artisan to show their creative 
potential and develop their own designs inspired by the sea, the environment and other elements. 

Students also learnt how to use pendant drills, engraving and other advanced techniques. 

At the end of the training course, participants were positive about associated employment opportunities, and 
many expressed interest in further training 
 

 July 2019  

The winner of this year’s ‘Miss Tourism Tonga’ wore a dress made of 
beautiful locally-grown mabé pearls (half-pearls) at this year’s official 
Awards Ceremony. Miss Tourism 2019, Denise Vaiolima Hafoka, is 
pictured wearing the traditional ‘tauolunga’ created and made by 
Tongan dressmaker, Manisiu, with mabé pearls grown by Sioeli, a 
farmer from the Vava’u region. Sioeli built his half-pearl farming 
business with the support of ACIAR-funded, USC TAR research that 
resulted in an oyster hatchery close by (Sopu) to supply farmers. 

Along with others, Sioeli has also participated in USC-TAR-run half-pearl 
seeding workshops, oyster culture workshops and carving and designing 
training. 

The industry is benefiting from targeted business and marketing support 
through the local industry-run Pearl Information Centre, now boosted 

by the efforts of new Australian Volunteers International (#AVI) marketing specialist, Michele McGinity, who 
hopes to display the dress to inspire local industry and promote Tonga’s amazing mabé pearls to the world. 
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Last week saw a very proud day and a wonderful 
celebration for the ladies from NaSomo Ra Handicraft 
Centre, at Somosomo, Taveuni - Fiji, who graduated 
after almost a year’s training to produce high quality 
mother-of pearl and mabé pearl jewellery pieces. 

This represents successful collaboration between local 
communities, Civa Fiji Pearls Ltd, the Ministry of 
Fisheries, Fiji and the USC: University of the Sunshine 
Coast, Australia, who work together to generate pearl-
based livelihoods that benefit Fiji's communities. 

Honoured guests included Joji Vuakaca (Principle 
Fisheries Officer - Fisheries, Fiji), member of parliament 

Dr Antonio Rabici Lalabalavu and Marie Erl, USC TAR handicraft trainer. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCf5ekmvUxwdl6_-Wk9VBzh9NoOA4GVwqdRsrkSK4DcJMoTf8LfV2TvymV09eXsaqM-dbuikScfPQz9-IXpd2ET5nNOhHyLzL2DPQcFJ-EK0ugZUc_r6onPP5BCRmP3FfIF2De--maj1PoCnhVemxW-xZItYo6xLZCHE-Oay1G5jCJv2z1_Oh9Q6mciMv9YsCLW_cv3VNmC8Y2iUCRwpb7__lMMgCmm5tKkhqFX6Zi_DJUsviylA0YjMW_sGJIsdP85p5DHo_92B4_z91oRFpGX7j_11t_EVXyBQ889-x4Rc06AgaR3BcjYnhWCWUs5w_NS&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCf5ekmvUxwdl6_-Wk9VBzh9NoOA4GVwqdRsrkSK4DcJMoTf8LfV2TvymV09eXsaqM-dbuikScfPQz9-IXpd2ET5nNOhHyLzL2DPQcFJ-EK0ugZUc_r6onPP5BCRmP3FfIF2De--maj1PoCnhVemxW-xZItYo6xLZCHE-Oay1G5jCJv2z1_Oh9Q6mciMv9YsCLW_cv3VNmC8Y2iUCRwpb7__lMMgCmm5tKkhqFX6Zi_DJUsviylA0YjMW_sGJIsdP85p5DHo_92B4_z91oRFpGX7j_11t_EVXyBQ889-x4Rc06AgaR3BcjYnhWCWUs5w_NS&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARClGhAW7wwx6KefGJNSMgujemIym1rUPdzlLHLdWFVp3XIEnNIpT3tnu9iOfNQ_zhbifn82rnGsHjLSAwzurr8SpmgfPj9RxJhCCre2l9uUWT8Veul2xq3SospwB4Y6f_IuxSrE_6jmJM6eXR8Z6HwqiSCF_XoVOkcy944Q0kujLswZLwmXW7mlMipsVlmw6MJML-n2IB-YgmnIpX6354-wc4fXCAVvXKidXvbJpPw6897KdgRuSPjL-UQswoE-lg5usw6qVXnj_hUGkrL5zo-er2yhSJnb5CNxIXSaoBVt-P3ShALxMDjPF9yvuwqUaiWq&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARClGhAW7wwx6KefGJNSMgujemIym1rUPdzlLHLdWFVp3XIEnNIpT3tnu9iOfNQ_zhbifn82rnGsHjLSAwzurr8SpmgfPj9RxJhCCre2l9uUWT8Veul2xq3SospwB4Y6f_IuxSrE_6jmJM6eXR8Z6HwqiSCF_XoVOkcy944Q0kujLswZLwmXW7mlMipsVlmw6MJML-n2IB-YgmnIpX6354-wc4fXCAVvXKidXvbJpPw6897KdgRuSPjL-UQswoE-lg5usw6qVXnj_hUGkrL5zo-er2yhSJnb5CNxIXSaoBVt-P3ShALxMDjPF9yvuwqUaiWq&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARClGhAW7wwx6KefGJNSMgujemIym1rUPdzlLHLdWFVp3XIEnNIpT3tnu9iOfNQ_zhbifn82rnGsHjLSAwzurr8SpmgfPj9RxJhCCre2l9uUWT8Veul2xq3SospwB4Y6f_IuxSrE_6jmJM6eXR8Z6HwqiSCF_XoVOkcy944Q0kujLswZLwmXW7mlMipsVlmw6MJML-n2IB-YgmnIpX6354-wc4fXCAVvXKidXvbJpPw6897KdgRuSPjL-UQswoE-lg5usw6qVXnj_hUGkrL5zo-er2yhSJnb5CNxIXSaoBVt-P3ShALxMDjPF9yvuwqUaiWq&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/avi?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARClGhAW7wwx6KefGJNSMgujemIym1rUPdzlLHLdWFVp3XIEnNIpT3tnu9iOfNQ_zhbifn82rnGsHjLSAwzurr8SpmgfPj9RxJhCCre2l9uUWT8Veul2xq3SospwB4Y6f_IuxSrE_6jmJM6eXR8Z6HwqiSCF_XoVOkcy944Q0kujLswZLwmXW7mlMipsVlmw6MJML-n2IB-YgmnIpX6354-wc4fXCAVvXKidXvbJpPw6897KdgRuSPjL-UQswoE-lg5usw6qVXnj_hUGkrL5zo-er2yhSJnb5CNxIXSaoBVt-P3ShALxMDjPF9yvuwqUaiWq&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/civafijipearls/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA55-UPrEogr6zfh-gUAKEh61fLuHsuUXgY-nxDI8RwhK0OAgRIuO3pKc3BkvIaJVeASm_fwXY4FYek&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAVHnnJdc4dIVX3Li-LBT8RX4yYbAMNWr8ScNOSZ8ou-DPK_406jnlb3Y0cp1eNCisg5BybANCBsTib&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAVHnnJdc4dIVX3Li-LBT8RX4yYbAMNWr8ScNOSZ8ou-DPK_406jnlb3Y0cp1eNCisg5BybANCBsTib&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw
https://www.facebook.com/unisunshinecoast/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCzrViFiK4ATB4RyJAykB2MvkiBMyWCNAY-T9FovOHzkl6NqsH37gX8_MIMhrTzXnYHuHmkDfSHj_ne&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw
https://www.facebook.com/unisunshinecoast/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCzrViFiK4ATB4RyJAykB2MvkiBMyWCNAY-T9FovOHzkl6NqsH37gX8_MIMhrTzXnYHuHmkDfSHj_ne&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2fy6Q0zJ0aC5_A_AN1cYV22JqncDjOfTX4V5NGjywxxkGK1Q3ULeA2YeYynoD9dI0v3c8S8gExjwQNjBFOI-JKrDlZpWohd1zhwcQ-xs_MlEXXw3U3I738hAnLGNJcjLw3c4GzYhY7vO89ZeyQodpAq_dnegYwe-wt0_sJbaJ__VgmSRklDTXiD9rDq-Ss6iIAflMDXp8e6DaVzq_z9kLMSuOYdv9C_oJMQcoB7TbxU8Ic29kwrkNf4kuBncQdN8WyS2AZGdbqvKX4MogCT6Fx76gtX5slkCiN3pCNJU6fL0KqnsUp0EclmY53l6XcYRi3tkR3dbN8go9axE81JFNlw&__tn__=%2ANK-R


Our warmest congratulations are extended to the NaSomo Ra Ladies. 

Funding for this research and development activity is provided by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research. 

The NaSomo Ra Handicraft Centre graduates and Marie Erl at the Graduation. L to R (back) Teca, Stone, Mila, 
Rocks. L to R (front) Ama, Ma, Ratu, Marie, Josefine. 
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Tongan pearl artisan and farmer, Peni Lolohea, pictured at a half-pearl 

workshop at the Vava’u Pearl Centre in Nei’afu. Peni and his father, Havea 

Lolohea, own one of the original pearl farms in Vava'u. Peni is shown here with 

some of his pearls that he went on to carve into jewellery. The workshop was 

funded by ACIAR and co-ordinated by USC TAR and #AVI researchers based in 

Tonga. 
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Great to see Australia's High Commissioner to Tonga, Adrian Morrison, who 
this week is experiencing the country's mabé pearl industry first hand. USC: 
University of the Sunshine Coast, Australia - Tropical Aquaculture Research-led 
research proudly supports Tonga's efforts to grow their mabé pearl industry 
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Twenty Tongan mabé pearl farmers and artisans will soon learn new jewellery 
design skills during a two-week workshop to be led by renowned Tongan 
artist, *Andrew Motuliki, and internationally-acclaimed Māori jewellery 
designer, **Neke Moa. 

Supported by Tonga Skills and the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR) through USC: University of the Sunshine Coast, 
Australia Tropical Aquaculture Research (TAR), the workshop will run from 2 
to 13 September at the Vava’u Pearl Centre in Nei’afu. 

ACIAR and USC TAR have been instrumental in developing the local mabé 
pearl industry, which now has 22 pearl farms situated across Vava’u, 
Tongatapu and Hai’pai. Training such as this helps to further improve the 
livelihoods of local farmers. 

To find out more, contact Michele McGinity, Australian volunteer 
development specialist for the Tongan pearl industry via the Vava’u Pearl 
Centre. 
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September 2019   
 
Great to see Tonga's pearl farmers and artisans building on their skills during the latest workshop at the Vava’u 
Pearl Centre, led by esteemed local jewellery maker, Andrew Motuliki, and internationally-acclaimed Māori 
jewellery designer, Neke Moa. 
The workshop is supported by Tonga Skills and the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) through the USC: University of the Sunshine Coast, Australia (USC) Tropical 
Aquaculture Research (TAR). 
ACIAR and USC TAR have been instrumental in developing the local mabé pearl industry, which  
now has 22 pearl farms situated in Vava’u, Tongatapu and Hai’pai 
 

 
 September 2019    

Outstanding work by Tongan pearl farmer, Naua (Faka'anaua 
'Ahohako), who is capturing widespread attention in Tonga for 
her beautiful pearl macramé pieces. 

Naua, also Vava’u Pearl Centre Supervisor and single mother of 
five, started producing pearl macramé products earlier this 
year that are now so popular, demand is outstripping supply. 

Interested in attaining skills outside of pearl carving, Naua 
sought macramé training from Australian Volunteer 
researcher, Emma Krusic, who is part of the USC: University of 
the Sunshine Coast, Australia TAR-led project: ‘Half-pearl 
industry development in Tonga and Vietnam’. 

Naua’s beautiful pieces have already put her on the list of 
Tonga’s well-known artisans and are attracting customers to 
the Pearl Centre. Other pearl farmers are also paying her to 
weave their pearls. 

Naua is a great example of aquaculture research achieving 
livelihood outcomes in the Pacific, thanks to the support 
of Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 
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 September 2019    

Meet Mere Vinaka, from Ba Fiji, the latest Trainee at Marama 
Shellcraft Fiji - MSF. Mere is 46, a mother of five, and has 
successfully been making bead jewellery and flower 
arrangements from home for some time. She is a skilled and 
motivated individual who is keen to expand her horizons, and as 
such, has already become an invaluable member of the MSF 
team.  

Training and research for this livelihood activity is funded by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research through the USC: University of the Sunshine Coast, 
Australia Tropical Research project 'Developing pearl industry 
based livelihoods in the Western Pacific'. 

 

 
 

 
 

October 2019   

Meet Sue McCuaig, new handicraft advisor at the Vava’u Pearl 
Centre, Tonga. 

Sue's role, which is supported by 'Australian Volunteers', is to build 
the capacity of local artisans to produce a range of high-quality 
marketable mabé and mother-of-pearl products. 

Sue will also develop and implement operating procedures that 
ensure the long-term sustainability of the Centre and its adjoining 
workshop. 

Prior to this role, Sue worked extensively with artisan communities 
in Papua New Guinea, Vietnam and Laos as a creative designer and 
handicraft trainer to help them produce attractive and robust 
products in keeping with their culture and traditions. 

Sue’s efforts will compliment and add value to local mabé pearl 
research funded by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research and co-ordinated by the USC: University of 
the Sunshine Coast, Australia through the projects: ‘Half-pearl 
industry development in Tonga and Vietnam’ and ‘Developing 

pearl industry based livelihoods in the western Pacific’. 
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October 2019   

Partner communities in the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research-funded pearl-based 
livelihoods project recently convened for a two-day workshop in Savusavu, Fiji, organised by USC: University of 
the Sunshine Coast, Australia Tropical Aquaculture Research and the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji. 
The workshop brought together members from partner communities involved in spat collection and those from 
community mabé pearl farms for the first time. 
Seventeen Fijian communities now generate income from spat collection and seven have successfully produced 
mabé pearls. 
The workshop allowed interaction between partner communities and exchange of experiences and ideas, 
dissemination of new information and procedures, and an opportunity for communities to interact with Ministry 
of Fisheries and ACIAR project staff. 
The current status of each community farm was discussed, and future research, training and capacity needs were 
identified. We thank all participants and organisers for their valued inputs - vinaka vakalevu!! 
Given the success of the workshop, it will become an annual event and we are already looking forward to next 
year! 
 

 

October 2019   

Recent successful USC TAR handicraft skills training in Tunnung Island, Papua New Guinea, provided a broad 
framework for participants (16 women and four men) to evolve their talents. 

The training, which emphasised sterling silver jewellery and contemporary designs, was divided into two groups, 
with the first focused on macramé and components, and the second on shell cutting, grinding, and components. 
Together, these will enable local people to develop small businesses and tap into emerging new industries. 

This training is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 
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 October 2019  

Congratulations to Bill Johnston on his latest publication in the January 2020 issue of 
the international journal Aquaculture. This paper reports on the economic viability 
and potential profitability of community-based pearl oyster spat collection and mabé 
pearl production in Fiji.  

The paper can be accessed 
at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/…/artic…/pii/S0044848619310592 

The models developed in this study were based on production data collected from 
existing community spat collection farms and mabé pearl farms in Fiji, established as 
part of the ACIAR-funded 'developing pearl-livelihoods' project through collaboration 
between USC and the Fiji Ministry of Fisheries. 

The economic models reported in this paper show that spat collection and mabé pearl 
production can be profitable community enterprises and offer broader livelihood 

options for remote coastal communities that are compatible with local lifestyles. 
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Seventeen women and men successfully completed handicraft 
skills training and development last month at the remote 
Neitab Island, Papua New Guinea. Skills gained from the 
workshop are likely to increase the local village people's 
livelihood opportunities. 

Coordinated and run by USC TAR researchers, the workshop 
focused on creating beautiful pieces based on indigenous 
influences, including reintroduction of past designs with a 
contemporary feel, and incorporation of influences from 
traditional rope-making and national cultural artifacts. 

As well as gaining great new skills, the trainees developed a 
new macramé jewellery product line made from 100% local 
materials, including traditional handmade rope, coconut 
buttons, and bamboo as replacements for imported 
components. Use of imported materials is unsustainable given 
the island is a three hour banana boat trip from the provincial 
capital, Kavieng town. 

Funding for this training was provided by the Australian Centre 

for International Agricultural Research. 

 

October 2019  

Traditional armbands called 'Titilai', were made at Neitab 
Island, Papua New Guinea for the first time in an estimated 100 
years during USC TAR handicraft skills training and 
development last month . 

The USC TAR training focused on providing Neitab locals with 
the skills to design and produce sought-after, unique jewellery 
and handicrafts using mostly locally-sourced materials. 

Titilai is based on waste products from subsistence fishing of 
Trochus for human consumption. 

This research and development, which aims to boost 
livelihoods in the Western Pacific, is funded by the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research 
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October 2019  

A highly successful ten-day mabé pearl jewellery and handicrafts training workshop was recently held in Ha'apai, 
Tonga, for a group of twelve local mabé pearl farmers. The training, which was a first for the island, was 
conducted at the Fisheries Building in Ha'apai, and attracted farmers from Pangai, Hihifo, Felemia and Uiha. 
 
Modules covered included: 
 
* Macramé finishing techniques with Emma Krusic (AVI volunteer); 
*Introduction to cutting, grinding, sanding and polishing shell jewellery, including machine induction and safety, 
with De’arne Kershler (USC TAR researcher) and; 
*Professional jewellery design with Sue McCuaig (AVI volunteer). 
 
This training was funded by ACIAR through the USC TAR project ‘Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in 
the Western Pacific’. 

 
 

November 2019  

Sue McCuaig, talented silversmith and AVI volunteer jewellery and 

handicrafts trainer, based at the Vava’u Pearl Centre -Tonga, is 

pictured here recently with local mabé pearl farmer, Peni Lolohea. 

Peni has excelled in making silver settings during USC TAR-run 

jewellery and handicrafts training this year. 

 
 
 
 
 



 December 2019 “Before I felt like a failure. But now, I feel like I can fly.” 

Those were the words of Naua Lakai, Mabé pearl farmer and artisan who 
visited ACIAR House today talking about the impact an ACIAR-funded project 
has had on her life and career. 
Naua is the Manager Vava’u Pearl Centre in Tonga and has been involved 
with an ACIAR-funded project helping develop pearl industry-based 
livelihoods in the western Pacific.Run through the USC: University of the 
Sunshine Coast, Australia, the project is helping coastal communities in Fiji, 
Tonga and Papua New Guinea increase resilience, productivity, community 
engagement and livelihood opportunities from pearl farming. 

Learn more about the project at http://bit.ly/2YMbWcV 

 
January 2020  

Our congratulations are extended to Bill Johnston on the publication of his 
overview of marine pearl culture in the south Pacific in the December 2019 issue 
of the 'Journal of Shellfish Research'. This paper provides detailed information on 
the history and development of the pearl oyster fishery in the south Pacific and 
the subsequent development of pearl culture in the region. Bill's paper covers, 
for the first time, the development and current status of the mabѐ pearl sector in 
Tonga, and the latest production information for round pearl production in 
French Polynesia, Cook Islands and Fiji, as a basis for Bill's broader research focus 
on the economic feasibility of community-based pearl farming in the region. 

This research is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research under the USC TAR project: 'Developing pearl-based livelihoods in the 
western Pacific'. 

To download, go to: https://bioone.org/…/Overview-
of…/10.2983/035.038.0301.short 

 

January 2020 

A huge welcome to Nittya Simard (pictured left) who joins our 
team as the newest PhD student! Nittya's study is supported 
by a USC scholarship, and will focus on generating an 
improved understanding of the socio-economic impacts of 
introducing shell-based handicraft development to coastal 
communities in Papua New Guinea and Fiji. 

Nittya is not new to our group, having been involved for some 
time in community handicraft training and organisation 
in ACIAR projects in PNG and Fiji. Nittya's research will 
contribute to ongoing ACIAR efforts to develop livelihood 
opportunities from pearl and pearl shell handicraft production 
in the Pacific. 
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January 2020  
 
The Kavieng Craft Market Committee, Papua New Guinea, 
hosted a very successful 4th ‘Mini Show’ at the end of last 
year, with over 20 vendors, special activity stalls and 
popular local musicians, ‘The Sea Horse String Band’. 

Show vendors displayed an array of arts and crafts, 
including shell jewellery and shell valuables. 
For the first time, the show was funded by PNG's New 
Ireland Tourism Authority, who recognised the role the 
event plays in promoting artisans from the region. 
The show’s success highlights the potential for livelihood 
benefits from professional artisan activities, with vendors 
generating 260 per cent more revenue than money 
invested in the show. 
The Craft Market was established by local women in 2017 
to provide a professional outlet for New Ireland artisans 
to sell hand-made arts and crafts, and to promote PNG 

traditions and culture to the thousands of international tourists who visit the region every year. 

Local USC TAR research, funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, supports the 
development of the Market through ongoing training of local artisans, customer surveys and marketing advice. 
USC TAR researcher, Nittya Simard, is an adviser on the Craft Market Committee  
 
 
 
February 2020 
 
In wonderful news for Fiji's Raviravi community 

and the country's mabé pearl sector, high quality 

mabé pearls from 750 oysters were harvested by 

the community at the end of 2019.  

The harvest also resulted in a good supply of 

quality mother-of-pearl shell. The mabé pearls 

and mother-of-pearl shell will be used to produce 

value-added jewellery and handicraft items. 

These developments are supported by the ACIAR-

funded USC TAR project ' Developing pearl 

industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific' 
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February 2020  

USC TAR is happy to support the development of shell-based 

handicraft livelihoods in New Ireland Province, Papua New 

Guinea, and to see the high-quality products from Neitab 

Island. Nobeting, Josephine, and Jevina are from Neitab 

Island, which is a three hour boat drive from Kavieng town, 

New Ireland Province. They have received training in creating 

and selling shell handicrafts through an Australian project. 

They are the masters of natural rope making and macramé in 

their community. Each Bilas Design product with natural rope 

has been made by their hands. 

 
 

 

   
February 2020 
 
Some of the faces behind Raviravi's first successful mabé pearl harvest in late-2019. Thanks to the efforts of the 

community's women, quality mabé pearls were harvested from 750 oysters.  

After grading, mabé pearls are used to make jewellery and handicraft items with profits staying in the 

community. Raviravi is one of a number of community mabé pearl farms established in Fiji to support local 

livelihoods and women’s empowerment. This outcome is the result of ACIAR-funded USC TAR research in the 

region. 

March 2020 

USC TAR, with ACIAR funding, proudly supports handicrafts training in PNG. It is 

fantastic to see Bilas Design and PNG women continuing to produce beautiful, 

authentic pieces. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BilasDesignPNG/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA6kuL-iBi-4enqEv6EAo-ZkYyEkytNrVatnhkXTjudE-8Jl1LICd4A7303Ch3ZJTEHRfo-ZdS_lLOM&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BilasDesignPNG/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA6kuL-iBi-4enqEv6EAo-ZkYyEkytNrVatnhkXTjudE-8Jl1LICd4A7303Ch3ZJTEHRfo-ZdS_lLOM&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/png?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/women?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBrk8DqVb-SJqvZ9W0wFgiusX4lH1H7hoNHOuBldtDeDr9qnJOeKvIu9baxk-BGauIStRfnzKKgKdf_X9lozz4WKgHhsHUVAlu54H_p2bcunboald9i_EQ-eTzWZqLmhQxsg-H67yj6KY9i4tsK9wMVD8O0sCFCKrCDoCb9qvZ9jWEV-q3X3L8TS5wD7ACzDQyQ3xrc-NrQe7p6QUECLjgzfWjMjHLeEq61Ttn8DipG9Wc3y1Ewp_jrCVNniHlJVJ_M8ygP6DW-kxQlNfZhJWKEB0QIc7Dq7IcFCxNdLev83Lv4NUtm8f75dR1uppFJ6GGEL0n_BRLySiWIK9EkGgKfJxCKyxwDRwhkJY6czofcofjtfnY8ZkiQV_O0AesKbTOzAN7mKH0R-6bLzM_Js4hZGZFmMc5BhxgqlOPRIlp5seTXNbeE00pl9i8gBbwiZzlDTFvAlPU4u3us8Fp9N8IQe4iOiesNF-5bNYJmMxWhJiTG28oUEC5wIA&__tn__=%2ANK-R


 

 March 2020 

The first Pearl Branding Working was 
held at the Vava’u Pearl Centre in 
March for Farmers and Artisans. 
 
The Workshop, co-funded by the 
Ministry of Fisheries and the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR), was held to enhance 
the marketing skills of pearl 
stakeholders and to initiate building 
the Tongan Mabe Pearl brand. 

Incorporating modern marketing and the vision for the Tonga mabe pearl industry into this two-day training, the 
sessions covered various elements of marketing such as; developing the local pearl brand, redefining the value 
chain, e-commerce, customer service and more. 
 
USC TAR is proud to be working with the Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga in developing the country's mabѐ pearl 

and pearl livelihoods sector. 

April 2020  

The Ravita Women’s Group recently implanted 554 oysters for 
mabé pearls with, on average, three nuclei per oyster. 

This is a big increase in the number of oysters from past years, 
indicating success of pearl research and training in the region. 

The oysters were harvested from spat collectors monitored by the 
group and included a significant number of black-lip oysters that 
they sold to local round pearl farmers. The mabé will be harvested 
in January 2021. 

These activities provide solid returns for the women and their 
families, and invaluable livelihood opportunities for the village. 

Marie and Ateca, the Ravita Women’s Group's leading mabé 
implanters: pictured - Marie with the yellow headband and Ateca 

the blue -were trained in recent years through the ACIAR-funded USC TAR pearl livelihoods project in 

partnership with the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji. 
 

April 2020 

The Drodromulua Women's Group (Ravita) was delighted to receive 

a billboard presented recently to their village in Fiji outlining their 

involvement in the ACIAR-funded, USC TAR pearl livelihoods project, 

operated in partnership with the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji. This 

project develops and supports pearl-based livelihoods through spat 

collection, mabé pearl production and handicraft training. 

Group members from left are:  Ateca, Nau, Maria and Kelera with 

others from their community in front of their new billboard 
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https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCXDrTQblfDJCoLqme2ykco7iLPbvofiVXcMUpdImCPvCTBsofapnPlQqr2PGVoncLcdW8DKmPKxtdp&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbhTG5Qj7W_4YhH9trpqrWqAX2H3YWU0UZhNF0fRNwzdulfGi54BVaTteOaORezPUjnmr6IhLvAzElKI5sQz-hI2ABCBH94Az4NHAa2TxeFxB2gf_gRMC6jOtnKN2-DDas_OM_dm_VJE3riEJqQBYWN1h6nNhzN1ZCUHMfflgZbxL4ryf4_n8oF7y3IfqkMLrOMJbmqi8x61dW_029zBnDV-rCzHOEillADG-r65MFXnani4rjLJO1tenG6r6TVyVoQ6ZSIq26_b9I-oEx8gz6rsNMpMkRG6J4UEtpSnjG2yl-ihuzAUB0a2ETBW4Q7jtm


   

April 2020 
 
Fiji's women continue to embrace skills training and new work opportunities in the half-pearl sector as part of 
the ACIAR-funded, USC TAR pearl livelihoods project in the region. 

Earlier this year, the Na Somo Ra Women’s group in Taveuni advanced their pearl shell handicrafts skills during 
engraving and polishing training. Lessons focused on practicing and refining skills and exploring new designs. 
Those who acquire confidence in their preferred skill go on to mentor their colleagues. 
 
 
 
 

  
May 2020 
 
The Na Somo Ra Women’s group in Taveuni has established bookkeeping and sales procedures to support their 
pearl handicrafts business and now sell directly to locals and tourists. As part of their new business skills, the 
women have learnt how to host customers, run workshop tours, and explain their products. 

During the recent holiday season in summer 2019/20, tourists visited the Na Somo Ra Women’s Groups' 
workshop and sales room every day. Many were delighted to be able to buy locally-made souvenirs and meet 
the artisans in person. 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDx5ICVHjepQVQwn8qDCr-jNRVFaWWvmVDXUzDnE-H6mX2O0vjhXqBnB95DTTKvb7e5fOZB6JuTfrQxZgE_1eAGIjNDeYILdq8XpbuShkDHX6a-oagtLP59ydL7ESYDpYqDIQvGEqp3m9o8QuombVvjCTdLDXsrh0CM5laa4JrX-QcatGktkY5SfbX8-njBXscpjiOkLoDznPKysQiuu0sd47jhbo_WgrtgS-VXvUaIPQkyX68TsdhzMKj2XoGx4WRz_4cWRcCViI0mF_LpSRkp8e6ArK9rdY8oY1a2l2NDktDxJozOYbtA9ufcqEyvXljdyrSTxkaSuZR-tc_253FRDg&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDx5ICVHjepQVQwn8qDCr-jNRVFaWWvmVDXUzDnE-H6mX2O0vjhXqBnB95DTTKvb7e5fOZB6JuTfrQxZgE_1eAGIjNDeYILdq8XpbuShkDHX6a-oagtLP59ydL7ESYDpYqDIQvGEqp3m9o8QuombVvjCTdLDXsrh0CM5laa4JrX-QcatGktkY5SfbX8-njBXscpjiOkLoDznPKysQiuu0sd47jhbo_WgrtgS-VXvUaIPQkyX68TsdhzMKj2XoGx4WRz_4cWRcCViI0mF_LpSRkp8e6ArK9rdY8oY1a2l2NDktDxJozOYbtA9ufcqEyvXljdyrSTxkaSuZR-tc_253FRDg&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDx5ICVHjepQVQwn8qDCr-jNRVFaWWvmVDXUzDnE-H6mX2O0vjhXqBnB95DTTKvb7e5fOZB6JuTfrQxZgE_1eAGIjNDeYILdq8XpbuShkDHX6a-oagtLP59ydL7ESYDpYqDIQvGEqp3m9o8QuombVvjCTdLDXsrh0CM5laa4JrX-QcatGktkY5SfbX8-njBXscpjiOkLoDznPKysQiuu0sd47jhbo_WgrtgS-VXvUaIPQkyX68TsdhzMKj2XoGx4WRz_4cWRcCViI0mF_LpSRkp8e6ArK9rdY8oY1a2l2NDktDxJozOYbtA9ufcqEyvXljdyrSTxkaSuZR-tc_253FRDg&__tn__=%2ANK-R


 
 
May 2020 
 
Fiji’s ‘Viani Youth Group’ recently successfully completed their first mabé pearl implanting training under 
the USC TAR pearl project: ‘Developing pearl industry based livelihoods in the Western Pacific'. 

Several members of the group excelled in the training and will continue to evolve their pearl implanting skills in 
the coming months. 

The Youth Group was taught fundamental oyster husbandry in 2017, when they harvested their first oysters. 
They subsequently cultured the oysters for two years to implanting size, with the support and supervision of 
USC TAR researchers. 

This research and training is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research and 
supported by the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji 

 

 

 
June 2020  

One of Tonga’s up-and-coming pearl farmers, Naua 
Lakai, has successfully completed her first pearl oyster 
harvest and production of over 20 beautiful mabѐ 
pearls and premium mother-of-pearl shell for use in 
sought-after, locally-made jewellery and handicrafts. 

As a single mother with five children, Naua strives to 
increase her qualifications and experience to help 
provide for her family. Naua is a natural artisan, who 
transitioned seamlessly into the pearl handicraft sector 
in early-2019 after she attended her first mabѐ pearl 
handicraft workshop at the Vava’u Pearl Centre 

Soon after her first workshop, Naua registered to 
become a pearl farmer, and 12 months later, 
successfully harvested her first dozen pearl oysters. 

Naua's commitment to the mabѐ pearl sector was 
recognized in late-2019 through her employment as 
the Vava’u Pearl Centre Supervisor. Most recently, she 
seeded 50 oysters for harvest in early 2021. 

Congratulations Naua Lakai! 

Naua’s training is provided through 
the USC TAR, Australian Centre for International 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/viani?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo&__tn__=%2ANK-R-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/youth?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo&__tn__=%2ANK-R-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/group?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo&__tn__=%2ANK-R-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo&__tn__=%2ANK-R-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo&__tn__=%2ANK-R-R
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__tn__=K-R-R&eid=ARAnXWdvhoryum3iSFd5Gfevt2bdLNQRbvv2-gXA7_XGLcCwRhitgkBQRARLaZVAGsGcj8-hxet4_M3o&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__tn__=K-R-R&eid=ARAtNtEL2Y2HQQXgNy5Qoh6_p_S6iBj18u8Ku6E_iMLZlT8SbF_-MZpW4ql22llRJEREmFLnhXKeqRGV&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC1xhi-FErxbGJSAdQatdLB0uFVLBeHiKq7sASDVPLfnMKkXypCNAzEMbYaLWvsPZQHVIQbyj8rjYhtiEuqkK5Z5DJ9-kpZ-TGmVWwiVA_gMg5d-thpPR2fP_C-tnZA8zom_63n1nATyZ8x075dfQSbtb4MeMZIBDTVxHZMrPpfHINlir-6FyFjjTksN5A40lRfS_EZ9DxQQj9S7yTjbiPDI8Fubzf3jHzVZeCHASl_DD9RaAZlE05ntJ5r8ADzj_Jx0z5t2V9scS2ykMlhBoP7OFXzokJgyQZOvV-Uv_g5oFPTkjrkXh6vJBajeDGETgoo
https://www.facebook.com/mabepearls/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBz6s-O3ztpOrKM1O0wuvEFiuouYiqnP4-Lt0lcSI2ityV9OXQKPRoufVMQz5B8zPwyBYANrieaHV9Z&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBgpwK9rE2BegMxrp8_A8I2R6aPBHunVVZ88gHL2XJjQTOTPcgj8MEZAp5odPqVmUASEeDHimya09o8lXN-GVFc4LQ90q_avGLG3Eg3HOE6W0mBF0GXGcmguff4jMN9eTOU9eVQUyqSyIXMUbqlB2ZOPOIUDKpkPDWprSixATI6S4rbv_NGK_zSWRs21CKhsrAauoJCvD4iJ9RHZYD66KOIw1PgglZIwvCjM87VOm2zP7C871rbOxhFOw4xqXlHFtmelTikTPxFW6mwfan5qXIFan5AtGNYDPFNZl-tbgEZxrJAXRX4iFlZBBREnmS9aQT3
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBgpwK9rE2BegMxrp8_A8I2R6aPBHunVVZ88gHL2XJjQTOTPcgj8MEZAp5odPqVmUASEeDHimya09o8lXN-GVFc4LQ90q_avGLG3Eg3HOE6W0mBF0GXGcmguff4jMN9eTOU9eVQUyqSyIXMUbqlB2ZOPOIUDKpkPDWprSixATI6S4rbv_NGK_zSWRs21CKhsrAauoJCvD4iJ9RHZYD66KOIw1PgglZIwvCjM87VOm2zP7C871rbOxhFOw4xqXlHFtmelTikTPxFW6mwfan5qXIFan5AtGNYDPFNZl-tbgEZxrJAXRX4iFlZBBREnmS9aQT3&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBgpwK9rE2BegMxrp8_A8I2R6aPBHunVVZ88gHL2XJjQTOTPcgj8MEZAp5odPqVmUASEeDHimya09o8lXN-GVFc4LQ90q_avGLG3Eg3HOE6W0mBF0GXGcmguff4jMN9eTOU9eVQUyqSyIXMUbqlB2ZOPOIUDKpkPDWprSixATI6S4rbv_NGK_zSWRs21CKhsrAauoJCvD4iJ9RHZYD66KOIw1PgglZIwvCjM87VOm2zP7C871rbOxhFOw4xqXlHFtmelTikTPxFW6mwfan5qXIFan5AtGNYDPFNZl-tbgEZxrJAXRX4iFlZBBREnmS9aQT3&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBVOZ__omTWQ-me6mzwPfNCvnOJ-MijTMY9bHkYRJNd_N1ykqe7Ovw1HdJgFXiS_KEnY1x_EuZM232w&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBgpwK9rE2BegMxrp8_A8I2R6aPBHunVVZ88gHL2XJjQTOTPcgj8MEZAp5odPqVmUASEeDHimya09o8lXN-GVFc4LQ90q_avGLG3Eg3HOE6W0mBF0GXGcmguff4jMN9eTOU9eVQUyqSyIXMUbqlB2ZOPOIUDKpkPDWprSixATI6S4rbv_NGK_zSWRs21CKhsrAauoJCvD4iJ9RHZYD66KOIw1PgglZIwvCjM87VOm2zP7C871rbOxhFOw4xqXlHFtmelTikTPxFW6mwfan5qXIFan5AtGNYDPFNZl-tbgEZxrJAXRX4iFlZBBREnmS9aQT3


Agricultural Research-funded pearl livelihoods in the western Pacific project, in partnership with the Ministry of 
Fisheries Tonga. 
 

 

 June 2020  

The Viani Youth Group, the second mabé pearl 

farming trainee group to receive a project 

billboard in Fiji in recent months, is delighted to 

display their new billboard to help nearby 

communities become more aware of the mabé 

pearl farming initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
July 2020 
 
The Navatadua Women's Group (Raviravi) and 
their community were pleased to unveil a 
billboard presented recently to their village in 
Fiji outlining their involvement in the ACIAR-
funded, USC TAR pearl livelihoods project, 
operated in partnership with the Ministry of 
Fisheries, Fiji. This project develops and 
supports pearl-based livelihoods through spat 
collection, mabe pearl production and 
handicraft training. 
 

Fiji’s Prime Minister, the Hon. Frank 
Bainimarama, is pictured at the billboard 
unveiling, along with members of the Women’s 
Group 
 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBVOZ__omTWQ-me6mzwPfNCvnOJ-MijTMY9bHkYRJNd_N1ykqe7Ovw1HdJgFXiS_KEnY1x_EuZM232w&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBgpwK9rE2BegMxrp8_A8I2R6aPBHunVVZ88gHL2XJjQTOTPcgj8MEZAp5odPqVmUASEeDHimya09o8lXN-GVFc4LQ90q_avGLG3Eg3HOE6W0mBF0GXGcmguff4jMN9eTOU9eVQUyqSyIXMUbqlB2ZOPOIUDKpkPDWprSixATI6S4rbv_NGK_zSWRs21CKhsrAauoJCvD4iJ9RHZYD66KOIw1PgglZIwvCjM87VOm2zP7C871rbOxhFOw4xqXlHFtmelTikTPxFW6mwfan5qXIFan5AtGNYDPFNZl-tbgEZxrJAXRX4iFlZBBREnmS9aQT3
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/viani?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCqGZKIKV0fSDMx_812qEr-yGPByUo-gG_Ck-dYPADxYL2WleZQiAg2n567xoA7q0Uoj9p1Y1QkKr4RUyDKZI6qHm9EypOh85Lgvji-Asyqcnnket6iU2MjiXypEoGkugc-AghwXkPi5JKxeBd6aCx_RPWn_zxY-ITNpU2dbfC3XGu3bplgE_ItgDKKHbStj5g27ZaaXlJCG3xpXvnuRaM8WFAUuQqzgVJQR_Svc1EAVb-AQwUTJ0rknwAoY-xRU73CueW2kzl3TTwsMkIGsITemr1qD8u9pM6AyaHUZGvQMzeeapIrMWUq-2rvjETDAaUP1kPW3ORNhNM-qh4tcXSWxQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/youth?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCqGZKIKV0fSDMx_812qEr-yGPByUo-gG_Ck-dYPADxYL2WleZQiAg2n567xoA7q0Uoj9p1Y1QkKr4RUyDKZI6qHm9EypOh85Lgvji-Asyqcnnket6iU2MjiXypEoGkugc-AghwXkPi5JKxeBd6aCx_RPWn_zxY-ITNpU2dbfC3XGu3bplgE_ItgDKKHbStj5g27ZaaXlJCG3xpXvnuRaM8WFAUuQqzgVJQR_Svc1EAVb-AQwUTJ0rknwAoY-xRU73CueW2kzl3TTwsMkIGsITemr1qD8u9pM6AyaHUZGvQMzeeapIrMWUq-2rvjETDAaUP1kPW3ORNhNM-qh4tcXSWxQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/group?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCqGZKIKV0fSDMx_812qEr-yGPByUo-gG_Ck-dYPADxYL2WleZQiAg2n567xoA7q0Uoj9p1Y1QkKr4RUyDKZI6qHm9EypOh85Lgvji-Asyqcnnket6iU2MjiXypEoGkugc-AghwXkPi5JKxeBd6aCx_RPWn_zxY-ITNpU2dbfC3XGu3bplgE_ItgDKKHbStj5g27ZaaXlJCG3xpXvnuRaM8WFAUuQqzgVJQR_Svc1EAVb-AQwUTJ0rknwAoY-xRU73CueW2kzl3TTwsMkIGsITemr1qD8u9pM6AyaHUZGvQMzeeapIrMWUq-2rvjETDAaUP1kPW3ORNhNM-qh4tcXSWxQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj5_8sx_K9NbS_IyvJ1frJvEXCBsP9JIjjei8nBrOkMXZLGaTPaxrwtNZaEjffLK3xeY00RtNBZy07I8tj67_DFxajBodOZKPJnTI2Y4LURWkC4BXLzS1ZDE8fYbeGrp0mmMQpGfkB0SC3gcDWKGWyR1NtqXlhhPmvfuznAHfgAw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj5_8sx_K9NbS_IyvJ1frJvEXCBsP9JIjjei8nBrOkMXZLGaTPaxrwtNZaEjffLK3xeY00RtNBZy07I8tj67_DFxajBodOZKPJnTI2Y4LURWkC4BXLzS1ZDE8fYbeGrp0mmMQpGfkB0SC3gcDWKGWyR1NtqXlhhPmvfuznAHfgAw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj5_8sx_K9NbS_IyvJ1frJvEXCBsP9JIjjei8nBrOkMXZLGaTPaxrwtNZaEjffLK3xeY00RtNBZy07I8tj67_DFxajBodOZKPJnTI2Y4LURWkC4BXLzS1ZDE8fYbeGrp0mmMQpGfkB0SC3gcDWKGWyR1NtqXlhhPmvfuznAHfgAw&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj5_8sx_K9NbS_IyvJ1frJvEXCBsP9JIjjei8nBrOkMXZLGaTPaxrwtNZaEjffLK3xeY00RtNBZy07I8tj67_DFxajBodOZKPJnTI2Y4LURWkC4BXLzS1ZDE8fYbeGrp0mmMQpGfkB0SC3gcDWKGWyR1NtqXlhhPmvfuznAHfgAw&__tn__=kK-R


 
July 2020 

Congratulations to the women of the Navatudua Women’s Mabѐ Group in Raviravi Village, Vanua Levu, Fiji on 

the sale of their latest crop of beautiful mabѐ pearls. The women were presented with a cheque from the sale 

by the Prime Minister of Fiji, Honourable Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama. USC TAR is proud to be working with the 

Navatudua Women’s Mabѐ Group, and we look forward to continued collaboration with them into the future.  

This research was funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 

https://fijisun.com.fj/2020/07/03/navatudua-women-score-20k-oyster-harvest/?fbclid=IwAR1eMOWLo-

Adj2eIZKu0A_tjdDidsrL6lJ7iw9M53VS1_WZNA6lj9oP1gl4 

 

  

July 2020 
 
This beautiful neck piece, by esteemed Tongan artisan and pearl farmer, Estimoa Kuilboer, is a rare example of 
three AAA (premium quality) mabé pearls on the one shell. The pearls were grown and harvested on Estimoa’s 
family farm.  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXgPB61a8BV5cIaHY8OYd5TssyIZSINTRZZkn9OgVcxanh4XDo5AgKYOPWtr-o1PcE4Ob9ZevBmWUOEEDnhVLfNKXcpHvpkonKB5HT86ry2jO8zgcFuyhVrClBvO2hZa5Jz9yH7U9-Q3k1BZJqQ4HFCotqvUUjVn7KRhcfRZn-pc94XcKU61EiGyc7iPMKwQJTONYHkMGOVmDrmGFenYgfS4HeSn5uc9vxCTMuFOdfDg80kSiMGoY91ew7cBcEcWAs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXgPB61a8BV5cIaHY8OYd5TssyIZSINTRZZkn9OgVcxanh4XDo5AgKYOPWtr-o1PcE4Ob9ZevBmWUOEEDnhVLfNKXcpHvpkonKB5HT86ry2jO8zgcFuyhVrClBvO2hZa5Jz9yH7U9-Q3k1BZJqQ4HFCotqvUUjVn7KRhcfRZn-pc94XcKU61EiGyc7iPMKwQJTONYHkMGOVmDrmGFenYgfS4HeSn5uc9vxCTMuFOdfDg80kSiMGoY91ew7cBcEcWAs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXgPB61a8BV5cIaHY8OYd5TssyIZSINTRZZkn9OgVcxanh4XDo5AgKYOPWtr-o1PcE4Ob9ZevBmWUOEEDnhVLfNKXcpHvpkonKB5HT86ry2jO8zgcFuyhVrClBvO2hZa5Jz9yH7U9-Q3k1BZJqQ4HFCotqvUUjVn7KRhcfRZn-pc94XcKU61EiGyc7iPMKwQJTONYHkMGOVmDrmGFenYgfS4HeSn5uc9vxCTMuFOdfDg80kSiMGoY91ew7cBcEcWAs&__tn__=kK-R
https://fijisun.com.fj/2020/07/03/navatudua-women-score-20k-oyster-harvest/?fbclid=IwAR1eMOWLo-Adj2eIZKu0A_tjdDidsrL6lJ7iw9M53VS1_WZNA6lj9oP1gl4
https://fijisun.com.fj/2020/07/03/navatudua-women-score-20k-oyster-harvest/?fbclid=IwAR1eMOWLo-Adj2eIZKu0A_tjdDidsrL6lJ7iw9M53VS1_WZNA6lj9oP1gl4


Unique pieces like these are sold locally and to customers across the world. Sales contribute to improving the 
livelihoods of the artisans and their families. 
Estimoa has been a keen participant in ACIAR-funded, USC TAR research, training and education since she began 
mabé pearl farming with her husband in 2014.  
 

 July 2020  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Full link: https://aciar.gov.au/media-search/news/ocean-jewels-tongas-mabe-pearls-potential-
economy-booster?fbclid=IwAR2gGpMSK92WfTsCtxzmxyrOUC5q2WRHUstPunY2w29YXg-
IxvCtG5zRP_s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
August 2020 
 
Fiji’s Raviravi community recently recorded a healthy spat fall with larger-than-average sized Pteria penguin spat 
harvested from collectors deployed in October 2019.  

https://aciar.gov.au/media-search/news/ocean-jewels-tongas-mabe-pearls-potential-economy-booster?fbclid=IwAR2gGpMSK92WfTsCtxzmxyrOUC5q2WRHUstPunY2w29YXg-IxvCtG5zRP_s
https://aciar.gov.au/media-search/news/ocean-jewels-tongas-mabe-pearls-potential-economy-booster?fbclid=IwAR2gGpMSK92WfTsCtxzmxyrOUC5q2WRHUstPunY2w29YXg-IxvCtG5zRP_s
https://aciar.gov.au/media-search/news/ocean-jewels-tongas-mabe-pearls-potential-economy-booster?fbclid=IwAR2gGpMSK92WfTsCtxzmxyrOUC5q2WRHUstPunY2w29YXg-IxvCtG5zRP_s


An average size of 78 mm allowed harvested spat to be set up directly onto Cord Technical Nakasai rearing 
systems - which provide an immediate substrate for byssal attachment of oysters - then placed into protective 
chicken wire meshing.  
This new oyster crop will be used in an experiment to determine optimum stocking density and mesh wire size 
for best growth rates of Pteria penguin spat. 
The latest crop will be cultured for another year before the oysters reach appropriate seeding size, around end-
2021, for the production of more stunning mabé pearls. 
 
 
 

 
August 2020 
 
Great news on the sale of pearl oyster 

spat by the women's group at Ravita, to 

our research collaborators at Civa Fiji 

Pearls. USC TAR and the Ministry of 

Fisheries Fiji have worked in partnership 

to establish several spat collection 

enterprises in Fiji, including at Ravita, 

that supply oysters for production of 

high-quality round pearls. 

 
 
 

 
 
August 2020 
 
Meet talented artist and carver, Andrew Motuliki, a regular 
and integral face at Tonga’s Vava’u Pearl Centre.  
Son of the late master carver, Leonatie Motuliki (senior), 
creativity and craftsmanship are in Andrew’s blood. Since 
2019, he has been a trainer at the Pearl Centre where regular 
education and support are provided for the local half-pearl 
industry.  
In late-2019, Andrew and New Zealand designer, Neke Moa, 
co-trained a workshop in Vava'u focused on Kupesi 
(traditional design from Tonga), carving and producing 
jewellery sets for sale. The aim was to build the capacity of 
pearl farmer-artisans as well as up-skill Andrew as a future 
pearl handicraft trainer in Tonga.  
Working alongside Neke, it is hoped that after COVID19, 
Andrew will continue to conduct handicraft workshops in 
Tonga and teach artisans to produce beautiful and unique 
pearl jewellery. 
Education and training provided at the Pearl Centre is funded 
by Tonga Skills and the Australian Centre for International 

Agricultural Research through the USC TAR pearl livelihoods project. 
 

 



 
 
August 2020 
 
Mabѐ pearl implanting was explained in detail recently by the Navatadua Women's Group (Raviravi, Fiji) to Fiji 
Prime Minister, the Hon. Frank Bainimarama, who went on to successfully complete the process under close 
supervision by the women’s group. The PM’s oyster is now being farmed to help culture some of Fiji’s finest 
mabѐ pearls. 

USC TAR pearl livelihoods research in the region, funded by ACIAR, aims to help women like those from the 
Navatadua Women's Group, improve their livelihoods. 
 

    
September 2020 
 
Recent mabé pearl (half-pearl) grading training at the coastal villages Namarai and Nacoubau, Fiji, focused on 
equipping local farmers with the skills to determine the quality of their pearls allowing them to achieve 
maximum returns on pearl sales. 

USC TAR post-doctoral scientist, Pranesh Kishore, taught the pearl farmers how to rate pearls for quality and a 
range of other marketing and business skills. 

Expansion of the half-pearl sector in Namarai and Nacoubau is helping to create diverse employment and 
livelihood opportunities. This training is part of ACIAR-funded, USC TAR-coordinated research in the region. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBKLwpBqey6sylFLSJUoE042jtp8YMgDfF-THibiPyq0q5Jx_bI09zB16N3S5dsbU8At_GPihtQNjlTBTkVci_vxHok3mUVma4VTXPl4I_O1RnUijDY2nZhleOrlq9UEHUEw2yCLtVwgHwhwJ0hWDm3XlYzQQIEES9eaAw1OVHewMFbIXaDRGs6YDe5wAKfS-E2T2m2j4X-sdZMM0vLPXowq0XtBPDrVmFz5jBpb0Te9KLGfiE5w9NqeqLh29WwOb--h26yHbB1n4yyv_sK_gj0Re8Lmi5P6X4EenezBommkX-eZEKcfiXBuP4EJab9a5wW&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBKLwpBqey6sylFLSJUoE042jtp8YMgDfF-THibiPyq0q5Jx_bI09zB16N3S5dsbU8At_GPihtQNjlTBTkVci_vxHok3mUVma4VTXPl4I_O1RnUijDY2nZhleOrlq9UEHUEw2yCLtVwgHwhwJ0hWDm3XlYzQQIEES9eaAw1OVHewMFbIXaDRGs6YDe5wAKfS-E2T2m2j4X-sdZMM0vLPXowq0XtBPDrVmFz5jBpb0Te9KLGfiE5w9NqeqLh29WwOb--h26yHbB1n4yyv_sK_gj0Re8Lmi5P6X4EenezBommkX-eZEKcfiXBuP4EJab9a5wW&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBKLwpBqey6sylFLSJUoE042jtp8YMgDfF-THibiPyq0q5Jx_bI09zB16N3S5dsbU8At_GPihtQNjlTBTkVci_vxHok3mUVma4VTXPl4I_O1RnUijDY2nZhleOrlq9UEHUEw2yCLtVwgHwhwJ0hWDm3XlYzQQIEES9eaAw1OVHewMFbIXaDRGs6YDe5wAKfS-E2T2m2j4X-sdZMM0vLPXowq0XtBPDrVmFz5jBpb0Te9KLGfiE5w9NqeqLh29WwOb--h26yHbB1n4yyv_sK_gj0Re8Lmi5P6X4EenezBommkX-eZEKcfiXBuP4EJab9a5wW&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/namarai?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCn7Fx2GnqVaHGpX17UA_Jd9yw3gSlfHupS-6adCdhVSzv-xDbIF-sePM4DFSK_ABkEPfXP7Ovi268RHmWAMM62vwlqVub6dnRCJU_gr0CCmUFGxFD4S--dkrEqbExyXD7e-qJHSGJg09R4OF5S-k7UibQueXS8NOWBybwU-nvH83ijo5JZblWgELPzpDfkws-zXWHFgZHQ5Uq4lrJLGz_vkgjplcFJNKBQNMFN5PDt65kHnqh2MJcGbNTY4JxEV4oDHn0ZoOXKHmDszyeSnulf2sPEBdp4JWWtIbamWhbOxh9gI9mwfYvjhJP6YzhKZcrC&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nacoubau?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCn7Fx2GnqVaHGpX17UA_Jd9yw3gSlfHupS-6adCdhVSzv-xDbIF-sePM4DFSK_ABkEPfXP7Ovi268RHmWAMM62vwlqVub6dnRCJU_gr0CCmUFGxFD4S--dkrEqbExyXD7e-qJHSGJg09R4OF5S-k7UibQueXS8NOWBybwU-nvH83ijo5JZblWgELPzpDfkws-zXWHFgZHQ5Uq4lrJLGz_vkgjplcFJNKBQNMFN5PDt65kHnqh2MJcGbNTY4JxEV4oDHn0ZoOXKHmDszyeSnulf2sPEBdp4JWWtIbamWhbOxh9gI9mwfYvjhJP6YzhKZcrC&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fiji?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCn7Fx2GnqVaHGpX17UA_Jd9yw3gSlfHupS-6adCdhVSzv-xDbIF-sePM4DFSK_ABkEPfXP7Ovi268RHmWAMM62vwlqVub6dnRCJU_gr0CCmUFGxFD4S--dkrEqbExyXD7e-qJHSGJg09R4OF5S-k7UibQueXS8NOWBybwU-nvH83ijo5JZblWgELPzpDfkws-zXWHFgZHQ5Uq4lrJLGz_vkgjplcFJNKBQNMFN5PDt65kHnqh2MJcGbNTY4JxEV4oDHn0ZoOXKHmDszyeSnulf2sPEBdp4JWWtIbamWhbOxh9gI9mwfYvjhJP6YzhKZcrC&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCn7Fx2GnqVaHGpX17UA_Jd9yw3gSlfHupS-6adCdhVSzv-xDbIF-sePM4DFSK_ABkEPfXP7Ovi268RHmWAMM62vwlqVub6dnRCJU_gr0CCmUFGxFD4S--dkrEqbExyXD7e-qJHSGJg09R4OF5S-k7UibQueXS8NOWBybwU-nvH83ijo5JZblWgELPzpDfkws-zXWHFgZHQ5Uq4lrJLGz_vkgjplcFJNKBQNMFN5PDt65kHnqh2MJcGbNTY4JxEV4oDHn0ZoOXKHmDszyeSnulf2sPEBdp4JWWtIbamWhbOxh9gI9mwfYvjhJP6YzhKZcrC&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCn7Fx2GnqVaHGpX17UA_Jd9yw3gSlfHupS-6adCdhVSzv-xDbIF-sePM4DFSK_ABkEPfXP7Ovi268RHmWAMM62vwlqVub6dnRCJU_gr0CCmUFGxFD4S--dkrEqbExyXD7e-qJHSGJg09R4OF5S-k7UibQueXS8NOWBybwU-nvH83ijo5JZblWgELPzpDfkws-zXWHFgZHQ5Uq4lrJLGz_vkgjplcFJNKBQNMFN5PDt65kHnqh2MJcGbNTY4JxEV4oDHn0ZoOXKHmDszyeSnulf2sPEBdp4JWWtIbamWhbOxh9gI9mwfYvjhJP6YzhKZcrC&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCn7Fx2GnqVaHGpX17UA_Jd9yw3gSlfHupS-6adCdhVSzv-xDbIF-sePM4DFSK_ABkEPfXP7Ovi268RHmWAMM62vwlqVub6dnRCJU_gr0CCmUFGxFD4S--dkrEqbExyXD7e-qJHSGJg09R4OF5S-k7UibQueXS8NOWBybwU-nvH83ijo5JZblWgELPzpDfkws-zXWHFgZHQ5Uq4lrJLGz_vkgjplcFJNKBQNMFN5PDt65kHnqh2MJcGbNTY4JxEV4oDHn0ZoOXKHmDszyeSnulf2sPEBdp4JWWtIbamWhbOxh9gI9mwfYvjhJP6YzhKZcrC&__tn__=%2ANK-R


 

 
October 2020  

Tonga’s recent mabé’ pearl carving and 

training workshop, led by Vava’u artisan 

and carver, Andrew Motuliki, and jointly 

funded by ACIAR through the USC TAR 

pearl livelihoods and Tonga Fish pathway 

projects, taught local pearl farmers how 

to design and carve half-pearl jewellery 

and pearl shell for commercial sale, 

incorporating Kupesi motifs, the 

traditional method of storytelling.  

According to Motuliki, the workshop, 

which was held on one of the main 

islands in Ha’apai, was a big success, 

enabling confident use of professional 

production approaches. Participants 

enjoyed incorporating local history and 

utilising their pearls' magnificent colours 

in a range of eye-catching products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 2020  

 

Mabѐ pearl farming is now being trialed on one of 

Tonga’s most remote islands, Niua Toputapu, by the 

Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga(MoF) in conjunction with 

local farmers.Located approximately 300km north of 

Vava’u and 240km south west of Samoa, Niua 

Toputapu was identified several years ago by MoF as a 

prime location for the introduction of mabé pearl 

farming.To ensure that proven farming procedures and 

technologies are successfully transferred to Niua 

Toputapu, MoF organised for Fisheries Officer,  

Patelo Tauvaka, to spend two years working with local 

pearl project and Aquaculture staff.Patelo recently 

returned to the island with 240 hatchery-produced 

Pteria penguin pearl oysters. The precious oysters were 

swiftly taken from the Niua Toputapu airport to the 

island’s wharf to be processed by Patelo and a team of 

eager trainees. They were then drilled, secured to 

ropes, and transferred to a new demonstration pearl 

line that will be monitored and managed by the 

trainees. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mabe?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tonga?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fish?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXBH3Xqfa1c24ZXr1mNQn6EFO96ePLG-b0S0G_Bw6m8WZCeJ7sImZH1dcp2iYk_7ML6Fx_6wLmwDbNj4S-jCghn-IvepKfsGFlB3pCEC-vJVWZND80uYq-tQQkAyiZdbZFBoT2zZD8NaznhhgTk8Dp5-MVZShgjLSZO0C_gB_BDVlfVuCApxMTY7zpxC-OsMP4&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mab%D1%90?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tonga?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/niua?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/toputapu?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R


The largest 20 oysters will soon be ready for seeding, and then Patelo will demonstrate how to implant the 

oysters with nuclei.  

All going well, we will be able to report on Niua Toputapu’s first harvest of mabé pearls in 2021!This research is 

supported by ACIAR through the USC TAR pearl project. 

 

 

 February 2021 

 

Resilient Fijians are rebuilding their lives and 

businesses following the powerful Category 5 storm, 

Cyclone Yasa, which hit the region in December 2020.  

Among the communities involved with USC TAR pearl 

livelihoods development research, Ravita and Raviravi 

were most affected, with major damage to mainlines 

holding juvenile and adult oysters, and spat collectors. 

Infrastructure, such as a handicraft showroom and 

workshop, were also damaged in Raviravi.  

Together with local Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji staff and 

USC TAR researcher, Pranesh Kishore, these villages are 

now in the process of deploying new mainlines and 

preparing for the deployment of new spat collectors in 

the next spawning session (October to December).  

Fiji has reported increasing numbers of severe storms 

in recent years, and strategies to manage and recover 

from these natural disasters are becoming increasingly 

important.  

USC TAR will continue to provide ongoing half-pearl 

farming and handicrafts business advice, research and 

support to the people of Fiji in the year ahead. We look forward to reporting on their successes. 

USC TAR's work in the region is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. 
 

 

March 2021 

Collaborative research efforts across Fiji are unlocking the true potential of Pacific mabé pearls. Seven village 

communities are now advancing this sustainable industry, from spat collection, through to juvenile oyster 

farming, mabé pearl farming and the design and production of beautiful half-pearl and mother-of-pearl pieces. 

The livelihood benefits for women and their communities are tremendous.  

This research is coordinated through USC TAR pearl livelihoods research projects. 

View this video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDFajQZt3mw 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoVsASKyIFPb5H7v5S4RvRbS0Y7bKoLQknqCQIsHRCh2UoqlrvQZqr2J_Oz7BuKh_twwtLoxKzOw8cZHUy09uAfENxlmeEn0R1kqnfxc49QD2L-Bk2T1oIi5I13a1Rh5IxF-Y0gTPHgeaj04gGx7pnds6qnqL5ReSVvYjQeST7BjhkPNF0iDXGDnL21HeogaY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cyclone?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1glDcslZeBV5RABM6WCsD1M9OjU2ZXbEl2wdwNE7-WUFD1gfILC39cH4CQ1kG3pPDzV6z7541VtDpAmeXYPlq8CrnZpoCzlsDkMLKkWMP6QfKWa5TJnvE3w8JWag87VahbpNEr62N78VFKoToW52VOckJANNPXCXRfHz5HUnp0H-P-cEz4rSaNi6QzacAugs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/yasa?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1glDcslZeBV5RABM6WCsD1M9OjU2ZXbEl2wdwNE7-WUFD1gfILC39cH4CQ1kG3pPDzV6z7541VtDpAmeXYPlq8CrnZpoCzlsDkMLKkWMP6QfKWa5TJnvE3w8JWag87VahbpNEr62N78VFKoToW52VOckJANNPXCXRfHz5HUnp0H-P-cEz4rSaNi6QzacAugs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1glDcslZeBV5RABM6WCsD1M9OjU2ZXbEl2wdwNE7-WUFD1gfILC39cH4CQ1kG3pPDzV6z7541VtDpAmeXYPlq8CrnZpoCzlsDkMLKkWMP6QfKWa5TJnvE3w8JWag87VahbpNEr62N78VFKoToW52VOckJANNPXCXRfHz5HUnp0H-P-cEz4rSaNi6QzacAugs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1glDcslZeBV5RABM6WCsD1M9OjU2ZXbEl2wdwNE7-WUFD1gfILC39cH4CQ1kG3pPDzV6z7541VtDpAmeXYPlq8CrnZpoCzlsDkMLKkWMP6QfKWa5TJnvE3w8JWag87VahbpNEr62N78VFKoToW52VOckJANNPXCXRfHz5HUnp0H-P-cEz4rSaNi6QzacAugs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1glDcslZeBV5RABM6WCsD1M9OjU2ZXbEl2wdwNE7-WUFD1gfILC39cH4CQ1kG3pPDzV6z7541VtDpAmeXYPlq8CrnZpoCzlsDkMLKkWMP6QfKWa5TJnvE3w8JWag87VahbpNEr62N78VFKoToW52VOckJANNPXCXRfHz5HUnp0H-P-cEz4rSaNi6QzacAugs&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW1glDcslZeBV5RABM6WCsD1M9OjU2ZXbEl2wdwNE7-WUFD1gfILC39cH4CQ1kG3pPDzV6z7541VtDpAmeXYPlq8CrnZpoCzlsDkMLKkWMP6QfKWa5TJnvE3w8JWag87VahbpNEr62N78VFKoToW52VOckJANNPXCXRfHz5HUnp0H-P-cEz4rSaNi6QzacAugs&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDFajQZt3mw


 

  

March 2021 

Informing Pacific artisan pearl and pearl-shell handicraft production for the cruise tourism market through 

intended purchase behaviour analysis, is the topic of a newly-published article by USC TAR researchers.  

The open-access article can be downloaded at:  

https://doi.org/10.3727/154427320X15958571868603 

Handicraft sector development strategies in the region are constrained by limited information guiding what 

products to produce, which product attributes are important, and appropriate pricing for the cruise tourism 

market.  

Using structured interviews, USC TAR's research evaluated cruise passenger preferences and intended purchase 

behaviour towards a range of mabé pearl and mother-of-pearl (MoP) handicrafts.  

This study was conducted in a newly-emergent cruise destination, Papua New Guinea, where cruise passenger 

demand for handicrafts, purchased as souvenirs, is largely unmet. The majority of cruise passengers expressed 

interest and willingness to purchase mabé pearl and MoP handicrafts. 

 

 

 

 

April 2021 

Good news from Fiji's mabé pearl industry! 

Fiji’s Ravita community recently donated 300 juvenile Pteria 

penguin oysters to the Raviravi community after their main 

oyster line was lost following Cyclone Yasa in December 2020. 

This generous donation will help fast track re-establishment of 

the successful Raviravi farm. 

And in another collaborative industry effort, 600 juvenile 

Pinctada margaritifera were retrieved by the Ravita 

community and members of the Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji 

team from a line that sunk during the cyclone. The resulting 

juvenile spat were sold to a round pearl farmer from Taveuni. 

Congratulations to all involved!  

Image: Ateca from Ravita Village, Fiji, helps retrieve Pinctada 

margaritifera spat to be transferred to a round pearl farm in 

Taveuni. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pacific?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxx1MN1hS9FlsicsxxrhRLXMoh4AhRAf162uzMzUVYGMWyroDKAGc5PORB6CADfVLRnv5tN32xm1CD3muBlNi1eyz0pO4nNEVAehHUHlKbTKfAhQ3Xd4UK9USLDG6upqNr0opl9U4FxxGVAf3iij15Tpdh-foZcStC-RQS4_223O2gzKxdLe61HJLGmHGtiew&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxx1MN1hS9FlsicsxxrhRLXMoh4AhRAf162uzMzUVYGMWyroDKAGc5PORB6CADfVLRnv5tN32xm1CD3muBlNi1eyz0pO4nNEVAehHUHlKbTKfAhQ3Xd4UK9USLDG6upqNr0opl9U4FxxGVAf3iij15Tpdh-foZcStC-RQS4_223O2gzKxdLe61HJLGmHGtiew&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/handicraft?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxx1MN1hS9FlsicsxxrhRLXMoh4AhRAf162uzMzUVYGMWyroDKAGc5PORB6CADfVLRnv5tN32xm1CD3muBlNi1eyz0pO4nNEVAehHUHlKbTKfAhQ3Xd4UK9USLDG6upqNr0opl9U4FxxGVAf3iij15Tpdh-foZcStC-RQS4_223O2gzKxdLe61HJLGmHGtiew&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxx1MN1hS9FlsicsxxrhRLXMoh4AhRAf162uzMzUVYGMWyroDKAGc5PORB6CADfVLRnv5tN32xm1CD3muBlNi1eyz0pO4nNEVAehHUHlKbTKfAhQ3Xd4UK9USLDG6upqNr0opl9U4FxxGVAf3iij15Tpdh-foZcStC-RQS4_223O2gzKxdLe61HJLGmHGtiew&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxx1MN1hS9FlsicsxxrhRLXMoh4AhRAf162uzMzUVYGMWyroDKAGc5PORB6CADfVLRnv5tN32xm1CD3muBlNi1eyz0pO4nNEVAehHUHlKbTKfAhQ3Xd4UK9USLDG6upqNr0opl9U4FxxGVAf3iij15Tpdh-foZcStC-RQS4_223O2gzKxdLe61HJLGmHGtiew&__tn__=*NK-R
https://doi.org/10.3727/154427320X15958571868603?fbclid=IwAR2KWbyfLtR0_akrtQX4ERSf9SK4jJmRGYQsz1BVhxXnl184NVwaA1wNlPc
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUFdA2JML9mSnqfQ6Ajkr_zyXU6AUautgqLGyWEOecxUYAFLbJ-hLZpc3jSIzPfESvjiePKYj6nN1pLiKhrryHWagE3X37bAyh9lHTmAJ6jF-Fk1fgr4KxSO_r9VJKQCQVeb3lVVo6bcLjj1C1XeYzkfDZlf_lc6Cr_yiCj9ldQiQ6X_4SXyt1vX0pWdZ9Ekg&__tn__=kK-R


 

May 2021 

Fai’ana is a successful mabé pearl farmer and artisan who gained 

an interest in pearl farming through her love for sea jewellery.  

Fai’ana started her own pearl farm in November 2018 with the 

help of the Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga and USC TAR 

researchers. She attended her first handicraft workshop at the 

Vava’u Pearl Centre in February 2019, and in 2020, seeded 30 

oysters which she will harvest this June. 

Fai’ana is renowned for her professionalism, always working to 

keep her pearl oysters healthy and regularly cleaning her pearl 

lines, which are visible from her home on Ofu Island.  

Forever keen to share her love of the industry, Fai’ana regularly 

extends her knowledge with her loved ones and with visitors to 

Ofu Island.  

Her goal is to excel at pearl farming, so she can be independent 

and earn additional income for her family, and to employ young 

people on her farm to help improve local livelihoods.  

Prior to becoming a mabé pearl business woman, Fai’ana 

studied for three years at the Pacific Adventist University in PNG 

graduating with a Bachelor of Arts (Major in English, Minor in Business).  

Looking ahead, Fai’ana hopes to sell her jewellery to tourists at her family-owned-and-operated resort on Ofu 

Island, and through the Vava’u Pearl Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 
June 2021 

Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji staff have 

reported continuing progress 

among young pearl farmers, 

following the devastating impacts 

of Cyclone Yasa early this year. 

Most recently, the Viani Youth 

Group, who participate in regular 

USC TAR pearl farming training, 

have retrieved the main line that 

sunk after the Cyclone. The line 

holds healthy oysters implanted 

with mabé pearls that are due for harvest mid-year. This will be their first mabé pearl harvest since they began 

culturing pearl oysters in 2019. The group have also reported healthy pearl oyster spat recruitment, due to be 

harvested in July.  

This progress not only reflects the resilience of Fijian communities such as Viani, but also their motivation to 

improve their livelihoods through mabé pearl farming. 

Research is funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research in partnership with the 

Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mab%D1%90?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pearl?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/mabepearls/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/pacificadventistuni/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUmLbVBnEEkyKwjuVB6aFJ22ifR25t--FhSXUG8SlKqkqGdo_SQRm-X7hGwhA6o71vxw4MWWD0yAj1CYFyySwuPbygW2xHxpIUNtH3CIDIU5_r7dTInaBs-5NgxbVhqJxSxf2BIiTw-DZI-YlYwLpDHOpuL5AcuoeqnClztSP3kly0F8ju7fUNH6_IzPIKq-I8&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/viani?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/youth?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/group?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ACIARAustralia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGU3wY_298FKzIXWp9ONv9cuNr9lFiBq0vyvPZTR_YwpuW2sKTuJ6G5DWEIjs2AOpCEWZX4a-T3Hfk5lPsFijSH2uwFCbFfYqeqU-MTLRCOsOQDDbzJPu1K9P_QYMYblJQaK5tA1Re_2ghKjuhWNex5oqQbrZjnW-iYjbPN-H0OHEucQbFv-l1GUbAZA_VCvg&__tn__=kK-R


 
June 2021  

Meet Kinisimere (Kini), President of the ‘Raviravi 

Women’s Group’, and pearl business woman 

extraordinaire. Kini works with an amazing 

group of women from the Raviravi village 

helping to build livelihoods through mabé pearl 

culture and associated activities. Together, the 

Raviravi women are changing history! 

Kini’s has a life-long love of mabé pearl culture, 

having grown up in Raviravi witnessing the 

women in her village working with mabѐ pearls 

to earn a living. She says the opportunities 

arising from the ACIAR/Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji 

project, managed by the USC TAR pearl team, 

have made it possible for the Raviravi women to 

turn their lives around. 

Since taking up her role as President seven 

years ago, the Raviravi group has reached 

several amazing milestones, including the 

highest volume of pearl oysters cultured in 

Raviravi, and the highest income earned from 

mabé pearl sales. They have also produced the 

highest pearl oyster spat recruitment under 

Kini’s leadership, and successfully completed a 

professional pearl handicrafts workshop. 

All of these achievements are backed by solid, small business foundations based on business management and 

financial transparency. According to Kini and the Raviravi Women’s Group, the future looks very bright indeed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
June 2021 
 
Tonga’s mabé pearl farmers and artisans have secured a valuable contract for online product sales in Hawaii 

following a COVID19 impacts marketing workshop, run by the Ministry of Fisheries - Tonga and the World Bank 

Pacific in late-2020. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/raviravi?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWidBkYk_tyPHtXS-HPJBJU5GVJQ8o7VQWhnzEuJbdBtPcTC5XuqBdAnFwHZqMOQ8jwEhve9cpGxPmgEckSUJWtm-VrZphEN8FYKTbyDMiPDTiHc91RZQljMHMjz82q9k17QolaB1eAfl86MAdV9meb4Qx59KGSLTa_8llrzA3KENZhg6_UganwFuu1SlH3gzk&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aciar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWidBkYk_tyPHtXS-HPJBJU5GVJQ8o7VQWhnzEuJbdBtPcTC5XuqBdAnFwHZqMOQ8jwEhve9cpGxPmgEckSUJWtm-VrZphEN8FYKTbyDMiPDTiHc91RZQljMHMjz82q9k17QolaB1eAfl86MAdV9meb4Qx59KGSLTa_8llrzA3KENZhg6_UganwFuu1SlH3gzk&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fisheriesfiji/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWidBkYk_tyPHtXS-HPJBJU5GVJQ8o7VQWhnzEuJbdBtPcTC5XuqBdAnFwHZqMOQ8jwEhve9cpGxPmgEckSUJWtm-VrZphEN8FYKTbyDMiPDTiHc91RZQljMHMjz82q9k17QolaB1eAfl86MAdV9meb4Qx59KGSLTa_8llrzA3KENZhg6_UganwFuu1SlH3gzk&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWidBkYk_tyPHtXS-HPJBJU5GVJQ8o7VQWhnzEuJbdBtPcTC5XuqBdAnFwHZqMOQ8jwEhve9cpGxPmgEckSUJWtm-VrZphEN8FYKTbyDMiPDTiHc91RZQljMHMjz82q9k17QolaB1eAfl86MAdV9meb4Qx59KGSLTa_8llrzA3KENZhg6_UganwFuu1SlH3gzk&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWidBkYk_tyPHtXS-HPJBJU5GVJQ8o7VQWhnzEuJbdBtPcTC5XuqBdAnFwHZqMOQ8jwEhve9cpGxPmgEckSUJWtm-VrZphEN8FYKTbyDMiPDTiHc91RZQljMHMjz82q9k17QolaB1eAfl86MAdV9meb4Qx59KGSLTa_8llrzA3KENZhg6_UganwFuu1SlH3gzk&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mab%D1%90?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSKfIIn8_JV4ZMGFB480fSPh1lyn90oPoB6rjw--lu4Su_Lcmpp4RZtVXPxKEbjp7xe-Su7h5LYpYnLhp1R78hBm0u0BfEsAxWbTwrDcFXO1vQ0WGDvZEHUDrOCl7lYZxYMsmRNlYG1WjQJ9s0LGWsfuzhoCsdw_46gxJQBpAsViCwbSlX9lRR01W76njm3zA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/tongafish.gov.to/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSKfIIn8_JV4ZMGFB480fSPh1lyn90oPoB6rjw--lu4Su_Lcmpp4RZtVXPxKEbjp7xe-Su7h5LYpYnLhp1R78hBm0u0BfEsAxWbTwrDcFXO1vQ0WGDvZEHUDrOCl7lYZxYMsmRNlYG1WjQJ9s0LGWsfuzhoCsdw_46gxJQBpAsViCwbSlX9lRR01W76njm3zA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/worldbankpacific/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSKfIIn8_JV4ZMGFB480fSPh1lyn90oPoB6rjw--lu4Su_Lcmpp4RZtVXPxKEbjp7xe-Su7h5LYpYnLhp1R78hBm0u0BfEsAxWbTwrDcFXO1vQ0WGDvZEHUDrOCl7lYZxYMsmRNlYG1WjQJ9s0LGWsfuzhoCsdw_46gxJQBpAsViCwbSlX9lRR01W76njm3zA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/worldbankpacific/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSKfIIn8_JV4ZMGFB480fSPh1lyn90oPoB6rjw--lu4Su_Lcmpp4RZtVXPxKEbjp7xe-Su7h5LYpYnLhp1R78hBm0u0BfEsAxWbTwrDcFXO1vQ0WGDvZEHUDrOCl7lYZxYMsmRNlYG1WjQJ9s0LGWsfuzhoCsdw_46gxJQBpAsViCwbSlX9lRR01W76njm3zA&__tn__=kK-R


According to the Vava’u Pearl Centre Supervisor, Naua Lakai, a quarterly five-year mabé pearl product sales 

contract was signed in February 2021 with Jewels of Polynesia (JOP), and since then, Tonga's mabé pearl 

businesses have thrived. 

Collectively, they exported 200 designed and value-added mabé pearl pieces in February and another 100 in 

May, with the next product shipments due in August and November.  

The contract, secured with the support of fellow Tongan and JOP Founder, Melanie Halapio Sunia, is providing 

much-needed livelihood benefits, including greater income security and the ability to purchase essential items.  

Tonga’s half-pearl community is very grateful 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/mabepearls/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSKfIIn8_JV4ZMGFB480fSPh1lyn90oPoB6rjw--lu4Su_Lcmpp4RZtVXPxKEbjp7xe-Su7h5LYpYnLhp1R78hBm0u0BfEsAxWbTwrDcFXO1vQ0WGDvZEHUDrOCl7lYZxYMsmRNlYG1WjQJ9s0LGWsfuzhoCsdw_46gxJQBpAsViCwbSlX9lRR01W76njm3zA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jewelsofpolynesia/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSKfIIn8_JV4ZMGFB480fSPh1lyn90oPoB6rjw--lu4Su_Lcmpp4RZtVXPxKEbjp7xe-Su7h5LYpYnLhp1R78hBm0u0BfEsAxWbTwrDcFXO1vQ0WGDvZEHUDrOCl7lYZxYMsmRNlYG1WjQJ9s0LGWsfuzhoCsdw_46gxJQBpAsViCwbSlX9lRR01W76njm3zA&__tn__=kK-R
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