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FOREWORD

The Lao Journal of Agriculture and Forestry is a technical journal which is published to record and
disseminate technical information and results of research, relating to agriculture and forestry within
the Lao PDR. The journal also aims to provide a forum of exchange of ideas between researchers and
policy makers.

It is recognized that improvements in the productivity of the agriculture and forestry sectors depend
on changes in agriculture practices, soil fertility improvement, agricultural mechanization combined
with appropriate national agriculture policies. The development of appropriate technologies needs to
be based on the results of research with specific relevance to the production environments of the Lao
PDR. It is hoped that the Lao journal of Agriculture and Forestry will provide a means for sharing the
output of research undertaken in the country, as well as helping ensure the relevance of any research
initiatives to production problems and policy priorities.

As the Journal initially aims to consider for publication, articles in Lao with abstracts in English, and
in English with abstract in Lao, it is therefore hoped that contributions will be received from govern-
ment, international, national and private agencies. Articles submitted for publication will be assessed
by independent referees to ensure their relevance to the Lao PDR, and must conform to the manuscript
guidelines formulated by the editors of the journal.

It is hoped that the Lao Journal of Agriculture and Forestry will become a permanent and regular pub-
lication with interest and benefit to the research, education, extension, and general public sectors. It is
also aimed to achieve and maintain a standard equivalent to that of similar journals of other countries.

This special issue gathers and publishes research papers on rice. Rice production in Laos is changing
from food security to commercial production. Rice production is currently base on sticky rice which
is covered about 90% of total production. NAFRI plans to work more on ordinary and quality sticky
rices for commodity production.

Support for the publication of special issue of the Lao Journal of Agriculture and Forestry for
NAFRI 15 anniversary celebration is being provided by the Australian Centre for International Agri-
culture Research (ACIAR). The assistance of these agencies is gratefully acknowledged.

I look forward to the interest and support of agencies and individuals in the government and non-
government sectors to ensure the long-term success of the Lao Journal of Agriculture and Forestry.

Director General of NAFRI
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