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Symg.oms
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Occurrence likely
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Occurrence likely
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Symptoms

As polassium becomes deficient, young seedlings grow
more slowly and stems become thin and spindly.

Potassium deficiency affec 5 older leaves more severely
than younger leaves. The first sign of potassium deficiency
is a slight chlorosis in the middle of the blade of older
leaves. This is followed by a marginal chlorosis in the
youngest mature leaves which eventually develops into a
strong interveinal chlorosis. Although the Ieaflets develop
a severe chlorosis, the bases of the leaflets remain green.
When the deficiency becomes more severe, the tips of
the leaflets become necrotic, but their bases remain green.
By this stage the young leaves are star . ng to show some
chlorosis. Some older leaves develop small and distinct
necrotic patcnes in the mid-region of the leaflets.

Potassium (K) Deficiency

Occurrence likely
« Highly weathered mineral soils low in organic matter:

»  Light-textured soils (eg sands and sandy loams)
formed from parent material low in potassium
(eg sandstone, limestone and some _ranites).

»  Mineral solls where the original potassium has been
leached by heavy rainfall.

Occurrence highly unlikely

+ Potassium deficiency is unlikely in young solls formed
from parent material that is rich in potassium, eg soils
from igncous rocks.
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Plate 125 (e pof the leaves showir | nother feature of potas wum deficiency. The base of the leaflet remain  reen while the
rotosTeo
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