Australian Government

Australian Centre for
ternational Agricultural Research

Agricultural innovations for

communities for intensified and
sustainable farming systems in

Timor-Leste (Al-Com)

Key details

Location
Timor-Leste

Duration

Start Oct 2016 End Sep 2022

Budget AUD 4,441,118

Commissioned organisation
The University of Western Australia

Partners

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries; National
University of Timor Lorosa e; The University of
Western Australia; University of the Sunshine
Coast; World Vision

Project Leader
William Erskine

ACIAR Research Program Manager
Dr Eric Huttner

Program Crops

Project code  CIM/2014/082

S

- s.
~ .~ & /
DX G I""

p

N J

b

1| CIM/2014/082

Overview

This project aimed to

improve agricultural productivity and
profitability in Timor-Leste by
addressing technical and social
impediments to annual crop
intensification, and by establishing
forage tree legumes and sandalwood
as a sustainable income source and
land management practice.

Timor-Leste is largely an agrarian society, with more
than three-quarters of the nation’s labour force
engaged in agricultural activities. Most are subsistence
farmers. Nearly half of all households live below the
poverty line, and malnutrition is high, especially among
children under the age of five.

The expansion of the government and construction
sectors has created new markets for agricultural
products, thereby opening an opportunity for local
farmers to fill that demand. At the same time, slow but
steady improvement in infrastructure (electrification
and roads) makes it realistic to consider diversifying
production. The recent electrification of most of the
country is opening new opportunities for accessing
water. This proposal aimed to undertake research
required to underpin opportunities for farmers to shift
from subsistence to income-generating farming.
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Expected project outcomes

Improved farm profitability and productivity for
approximately 5,000 farming families.

Development activities funded by other donors to
scale out results of this project so that over time, as
markets develop, most farmers in the target regions
and beyond adopt some of the proposed
innovations, produce new crops, sell surplus crops
to food and feed processors, and generate new
income.

Technologies designed to have both an economic
impact and introduce resilience into the local
farming economy.

. Enhanced capacity of local partners, the MAF and
UNTL and its students.
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