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Overview

This project aimed to develop

commercial-scale hatchery and grow-

out technologies for sandfish,

recognising that adapting systems to

participating communities' social,

institutional and bio-physical settings

was critical.

Sea cucumbers are a highly valued commodity

consumed as food or medicine in China and elsewhere

in Asia. Their harvest has for many years supported

livelihoods in coastal communities throughout Asia and
the Pacific. Sea cucumber culture could also be an

alternative to shrimp farming. Sea cucumber ranching

offers a culturally engaging activity for socially and

economically disadvantaged Aboriginal people in the
Northern Territory, with good potential for positive

economic and social outcomes.

Overharvesting has led to widespread and precipitous

depletion of wild resources.

Simple low-technology approaches to culturing

sandfish (Holothuria scabra), a high-value tropical sea

cucumber species, could restore coastal livelihoods
and ecological function. Previous ACIAR funded

projects and national programs in the Philippines and

Vietnam demonstrated that sandfish culture technology

could have significant effect if systems and
technologies applicable across different social,

institutional and bio-physical settings were developed.

This project developed tools to determine where these

technologies are unlikely to succeed.
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