Seminar on “Creating Smallholders Wealth through Efficient Credit System in Pakistan”
held at Avari Hotel Lahore on 0405 January, 2018

The workshop was held over two days with the first day focussed on presentation of the initial
findings from the ACIAR-sponsored survey with discussion and presentations from
stakeholders including government and the financial sector. Over 120 people attended the
workshop on the first day (full program attached with this report). Influential people attended
the workshop, including the Honourable Dr Pasha, Punjab Finance Minister, Her Excellencies,
Margaret Adamson (Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan) and Naela Chohan (Pakistan
High Commissioner to Australia), Dr. Yusuf Zafar, Chairman Pakistan Agriculture Research
Council and CEO Pakistan Microfinance Investment Company.
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Media Coverage

There was broad media coverage pre- and post-workshop, which included leading English and Urdu
newspapers and TV channels such as The News, The Jang, The Nation, Business Recorder and Geo
News. In addition, Dr Shabbir also gave a combined interview with Excellencies Margaret Adamson
and Naela Chohan, organized by the Associated Press of Pakistan. Below are some links to the media
coverage:

https://youtu.be/JRwt-1Gc-1Q
https://fp.brecorder.com/2018/01/20180106333265/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/264760-govt-going-extra-mile-to-face-financial-challenge-says-
minister
https://nation.com.pk/04-Jan-2018/university-of-queensland-agahe-pakistan-to-hold-seminar-
today?show=previewutm medium=PoliticsNewz
http://www.app.com.pk/collaboration-helps-bringing-improvement-dr-ayesha-ghaus/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/01/04/collaboration-helps-in-bringing-improvement-dr-
ayesha-ghaus/
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/pakistan/news/smes-backbone-of-economy-across-world-punjab-
240245 .html



https://youtu.be/JRwt-IGc-1Q
https://fp.brecorder.com/2018/01/20180106333265/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/264760-govt-going-extra-mile-to-face-financial-challenge-says-minister
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/264760-govt-going-extra-mile-to-face-financial-challenge-says-minister
https://nation.com.pk/04-Jan-2018/university-of-queensland-agahe-pakistan-to-hold-seminar-today?show=previewutm_medium=PoliticsNewz
https://nation.com.pk/04-Jan-2018/university-of-queensland-agahe-pakistan-to-hold-seminar-today?show=previewutm_medium=PoliticsNewz
http://www.app.com.pk/collaboration-helps-bringing-improvement-dr-ayesha-ghaus/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/01/04/collaboration-helps-in-bringing-improvement-dr-ayesha-ghaus/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/01/04/collaboration-helps-in-bringing-improvement-dr-ayesha-ghaus/
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/pakistan/news/smes-backbone-of-economy-across-world-punjab-240245.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/pakistan/news/smes-backbone-of-economy-across-world-punjab-240245.html

Media Report for Report Launch on “Creating Smallholders Wealth through Efficient
Credit System in Pakistan” held at Avari Hotel Lahore on 22 October, 2018
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This event was attended by 170 people including 27 heads of financial institutions (including
commercials banks, microfinance banks & institutions, senior management of regulatory
bodies (State Bank of Pakistan and Security Exchange Commission of Pakistan) and charity
organizations, NGOs, Officials of agriculture & livestock departments (Secretaries, Director
generals, and other associated staff), academicians, and farmers organizations. The inaugural
session was chaired by Minister Agriculture. The event was widely covered by the media as
there more than 20 national and local TV channels (some covered the event live). Some of
the prominent TV channels included GEO, SAMA, ARY, BOL, Express TV, DIN, Kohinoor, City
42, Star Asia and Royal TV. The event was also covered by nation English and Urdu
newspapers. There were several columns written by the project team as well as local
columnists on the issue.

The link of all leading national English Newspapers featuring the report, launch ceremony on 22
October, 2018

1. The Nation
https://nation.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2018-10-23/page-8/detail-9

2. Business recorder
https://fp.brecorder.com/2018/10/20181023417985/

3. The News
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/384317-govt-wants-to-uplift-small-farmers-minister

4. Tribune
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1831727/2-promoting-agriculture-punjab-govt-vows-facilitate-small-
farmers/

5. Technology News
https://www.technologytimes.pk/agriculture-punjab-facilitate-farmers/



https://nation.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2018-10-23/page-8/detail-9
https://fp.brecorder.com/2018/10/20181023417985/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/384317-govt-wants-to-uplift-small-farmers-minister
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1831727/2-promoting-agriculture-punjab-govt-vows-facilitate-small-farmers/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1831727/2-promoting-agriculture-punjab-govt-vows-facilitate-small-farmers/
https://www.technologytimes.pk/agriculture-punjab-facilitate-farmers/

Other online media
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/story/462061/punjab-govt-focusing-on-small-farmers-uplift-
malik-na.html

https://www.facebook.com/pg/agahepakistan.org/posts/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=971101036418987&id=100005572989526

Almost all Urdu (local and national) newspapers reported the event and there also follow up
interviews, newspapers columns and TV interviews (live and recorded sessions) on the event and
project findings. Some selected interviews with TV channels (both live and recorded) are given below:
https://www.facebook.com/kohenoornews/videos/327204114747914/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=971101036418987&id=100005572989526

Publications of interviews and editorials on print media



https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/story/462061/punjab-govt-focusing-on-small-farmers-uplift-malik-na.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/story/462061/punjab-govt-focusing-on-small-farmers-uplift-malik-na.html
https://www.facebook.com/pg/agahepakistan.org/posts/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=971101036418987&id=100005572989526
https://www.facebook.com/kohenoornews/videos/327204114747914/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=971101036418987&id=100005572989526
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Follow up meetings with stakeholders:

We had follow up meetings with many stakeholders including Minister Agriculture Sindh, and
Secretary for agriculture Sindh Province, Minister Finance, Punjab Government, Chief Economist, State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Punjab agriculture department, Prime Minister and Chief Minister Agriculture
Reforms committee, Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Asia Development Bank (ADB), IFPRI,
and heads of financial institutions. All above mentioned stakeholders suggested future interventions
to introduce innovative agriculture financing products and capacity building programs to improve
agriculture and showed their willingness to make in-cash and in-kind contribution for further research
in this area,

John and Shabbir are meeting with the editor in Chief Mr Mujeeb ur Rahman Shami ( a reputed
journalist) of the Daily Pakistan



John and Shabbir meeting with Finance Minister Punjab



